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Luke xii. 42, 43. 


And the Lord ſaid, who then is that faithful 
and wiſe Steward, whom his Lord ſhall 
make Ruler | x#125i9a)] over his Houſhold, 
2 en. them their portion of Meat in due 
Seaſon. 

V. 43. Bleſſed is that Servant whom his Lord 
when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. 


HE words that I have read do ſo ob- 
viouſly lead us to fix our thoughts upon 
the character, qualifications, and preſent happy 

circumſtances of that eminent ſervant of Chriſt, 
whoſe remains you have many of you lately accompa- 

nied with ſorrow to the grave, that I perſwade my 
ſelf "ris perfectly needleſs to make any apology for 
chuſing them to be the ſubje& of our meditations, 
upon the melancholy occaſion that hath brought this 
aſſembly rogether. I make no queſtion but you'll 
every one of you readily allow, that they are a pro- 
per Introduction to the ſervice that now lies before 
me, the deſign of which is partly to pay a juſt tri- 
bute of honour to the memory of my Reverend Col- 
legue, and your deceaſed Paſtor; and partly to excite 
you and my ſelf to make ſuch reflections upon that 
i humbling 
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RT. providence, which by his remor 


val we of this Congregation are at preſent laid under; 
and ſuch a pious and wiſe improvement of it as may 
render it, however mournful and afflicting in it ſelf, 
a beneficial and uſeful diſpenſation to us all. 

Ir muſt, no doubt, create many ſad thoughts of 
heart to all that have a tender concern for the ho- 
nour of God, and the intereſt of real, vital Chriſtianity, 
to ſee thoſe who have been ſingularly inſtrumental 
in promoting and ſupporting theſe valuable intereſts 
among us, call'd off the ſtage, and dropping into 
their graves, at a time when they can fo ill be ſpa- 
red, and when their aſſiſtance is 10 much wanted for 
putting our religious affairs into a better poſture, and 
recovering us from thoſe woful declenſions we are 
ſunk into. And it may. juſtly increaſe our concern, 
to obſerve with what unequal ſteps theſe glorious lea- 
ders in the chriſtian race and ve, who have now 
finiſh'd their courſe, are follow'd by us the unhappy 
ſurvivors; how few they have left behind them that 
are qualify'd and ſpirited like themſelves; and how 
lender a proſpect there is of others to ſucceed them, 
that are likely to fill their places, and to act with 
the ſame zeal and vigour, and capacity that they have 
done, for promoting the Kingdom of God, and the 
weljare of precious ſouls. | 

This is but a melancholy view of things, and mi- 
niſters too much ground both of ſorrow and anxiety 
to thoſe that wiſh well to the intereſt of Religion, and 
have the proſperity of it much at heart; and yet 
( blefled be God) there is no reaſon why we ſhould, 
even under this diſcouraging aſpe& of our affairs, 
abandon our ſelves to deſpair, when our Elijah's are 
taken away from us; nor ought we upon ſuch occa- 
ſions to be ſorry as perſons without hope. There are 
ſome alleviating circumſtances attending every ſuch 
loſs, which may help to mitigate our ſorrows and a- 
bate our fears, with reſpect to the iſſue of theſe 
dark and threatning appearances of Divine n 
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Reverend Mr. Joſeph Boyſe. * 
dence. The Lord God of Elijah we have reaſon to hope 
is ſtill preſent with his Churches, and will be fo ſtill, 
if we do not by our continued unfruitfulneſs under 
the Means of Grace provoke him finally to deparc 
from us. | 123 . 25 
And (my brethren) the reſidue of the Spirit is with 
him. He holds the ſtars in his right hand, places them 
in their ſeveral orbs, marks out their appornted courſes, 
and when any of theſe bright luminaries are withdrawn 
from our ſight, and remov'd to another Horizon, he 
can cauſe new ones to ariſe and ſhine forth with 
equal flame and luſtre, and by them ſhed down thoſe 
ſalutary influences upon his Church, which the others 
are no longer capable of conveying. It was he that 
ſo richly furniſh'd, and ſo eminently qualify'd thoſe 
faithful ſervants of his, who have with ſo much cre- 
dit and ſucceſs ſerv'd their Generation according to his 
will; and he is able to raiſe up others in their 
ſtead, when they reſt from their Iabours, and to en- 
due them with the ſame excellent Spirit, and the like 
valuable gifts, by which they may be put into a like 
capacity of publick and extenſive uſefulneſs; yea, he 
can, by cauſing a double portion of his Spirit to reſt 
upon them, enable them to ourſhine and outdo thoſe that 
have gone before them. | 
We are encourag d and directed to pray to the great 
Lord of the harveſt, that he would ſend forth more La- 
bourers into his harveſt ; and we have great reaſon to 


expect from his faithfulneſs, and care, and goodneſs, 


that ſuch a proviſion ſhall be made, and ſuch a ſuc- 
ceſſion of able, well qualify'd Miniſters ſhall be kept up 
in the Church, as is neceſſary for the accompliſhment; 
of his own ſaving purpoſes, and the preſervation 
and ſupport of his Kingdom here on earth, till time 


ſhall be no more, 


And in the mean-while we ought with humble 
thankfulneſs to acknowledge his kindneſs and in- 
dulgence towards his Church, in raiſing up ſuch uſe- 
ful inſtruments, and ſparing them ſo long to be ble. 
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ſings in their places. We ſhould bleſs God for the 
benefit we and others have receiv'd from the labours 
of his ſervants, who have now fitiſh'd their courſe : 
And while we gratefully recolle& their paſt ſervices, 
we ſhould comfort our ſelves with the thoughts of 
their preſent happy lor. It ſhould give us much plea- 
ſare and ſatisfaction to remember the end of their cons 
verſation, to contemplate that ſtate of Reſ and Bleſ- 
ſeaneſs which, having ceaſed from their labours, they 
are now entred into. We ſhould realize to our ſelves, 
in our believing meditations, that bright, immortal 
Crown, which they are gone to take poſſeſſion of, 
and ſhould rejoice to think that they are now rea 
ing the reward of their zeal and diligence, and fide 
tity in the ſervice of their great Maſter, and of all that 
labour of love they have ſhown towards his Name. 
This is the comfortable reflection we are led to 
make by the words of my text, where we have re- 
preſented to us after a very lively and affecting man- 
ner, the happy iſſue and reſult of a wiſe and faith- 
diſcharge of that important truſt, which the grea# 


Lord of the Church has repoſed in thoſe whom he 


hath appointed to be the flewards of his houſhold, a 
title which does in common belong to all Goſpel Mi- 
a11teys, 

2115 needleſs to ſpend much time in inquiring in- 
to the occaſion and connection of theſe words. I 
ſhall only obſerve very briefly, that our Lord is in 
the foregoing verſes urging the neceſſity of a dili- 
gent and ſerious preparation for Death and Judg- 
ment, and repreſenting the happy conſequences of 
his own appearance, with reſpe& to all thoſe that 
ſhall be found ready to receive him when he comes. 
He takes occaſion from the ſuddenneſs of his coming, 
and the uncertainty we are under as to the time of 
it, to recommend conſtant Watchfulneſs as the beſt 


expedient to prevent the danger of a ſurprize. St. Pe- 


ter hereupon asks our Lord, whether he intended this 


as a general exhortation, wherein all his diſciples 
| Wers 
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ere alike concern d, or only as a ſpecial direction 
to his Apoſtles, and thoſe that were to ſucceed them 
in the work of the Miniſtry ? In anſwer to whom the 
words of my text are introduc'd ; wherein our Sa- 


viour, without making a direct reply to. St. Peter's 


ueſtion, fufficiently explains the meaning and extent 


cf his former diſcourſe ; giving him to underſtand, 


that tho' the duty he had recommended was of uni- 


verſal obligation, and all denominations of Chriſtians 


were bound to follow his advice; yet thoſe who 
were call'd to miniſter in the Church, and to act in a 
publick capacity for the good of it, were peculiarly 


| concern'd to govern themſelves by it, having a ſpe- 


cial truſt committed to them, which, as they ma- 
nag' d well or ill, they were likely to be more deep- 


ly affected by the conſequences of their Lord's ap- 
pearance, than others who were /eſs intruſted, and 


upon whoſe conduct and behaviour Jeſs depended. 


Expofitors generally agree, that this is the true 
ſcope and defign of our Saviour's words; ſo that I 
think we have ſufficient ground to interpret this 
paſſage, as immediately relating to the miniſters of 
the Goſpel, and containing an inſtrucive account of 
the nature and defign of the miniſterial office, the ſer- 
vices it obliges to, and the happy conſequences of 
2 due and faithful diſcharge of it. 

| Accordingly, taking the words in this view, there 
are two things that will very properly fall under 
our conſideration in diſcourſing of them, 

Firſt, The deſcription that is here given of a wor- 
thy and well qualified miniſter of the Goſpel *Tis he is 
to be underſteod by that wife and faithful ſteward, 
whom his Lord hath ſet over the houſhold to give them 
their portion of meat, &c. 

Secondly, 'The repreſentation that is here made of 
the bleſſed condition which thoſe, who well and wor- 
thily ſupport this eminent character, ſhall be in at the 
time of our Lord's coming. | . 


Theſe 
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Theſe two particulars will furniſh matter ſuffi- 
cient for your preſent entertainment, and lay a 
foundation for ſuch reflections as will beſt ſuit ths 
deſign of our meeting together. 

I begin with the deſcription that is here given 
of a worthy and well qualify'd Goſpel-Miniſter. We 
have his character drawn by Chriſt himſelf, who is 
certainly the moſt competent judge of this matter. 
The miniſterial office being of his appointment, it 
may well be ſuppos'd that he beſt underſtands the 
nature and obligations of it, as well as the qualifica- 
tions requiſite to fit men for it, and enable them to 
diſcharge it in a right and proper manner. 
There are three things in this deſcription that 
deſerve to be particularly remark'd. FA 

1/t, The relation that every ſuch Goſpel- Miniſter, as 
is here ſpoken of, ſtands in both to Chriſt and to 
the Church. IE | PAT 

2dly, The work and buſineſs he is call'd to. 

3dly, The qualifications he is ſuppos'd to be poſ- 
ſeſs'd of, I ſhall ſpeak a little to each of theſe. 
And, CALLER He 
1, I ſhall confider the relation that every ſuch 
Goſpel- Miniſter, as is here deſcrib'd, ſtands in both 
to Chriſt and to the Church. | 

The relation he ſtands in to Chriſt is that of a ſer- 
vant, The glorious Head and Lord of the Church is by 
a ſpecial claim and title, his great Lord and Maſter. 
All Chriſtians are by obligation and profeſſion the 
ſervants of Chriſt; and all ſincere ones are ſo by a 
voluntary ſelf-dedication, and a cordial ſuljection to his 
ſovereign authority; but the Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pet are Chriſt's ſervants in a higher and a more pecu- 
liar ſenſe. They are under diſtinguiſhing obliga- 
tions to him beyond what the other members of 
the houſhold are. Beſides, the ſervice they owe him, 
and the engagements they lie under to him in com- 
mon with the reſt of their Fellow-Chriſtians, there 
are ſome wearer and more immediate ſervices incum- 
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bent upon them, as the conſequence of that ſtation 
they are in, and that office they are call'd to bear 
in the Church. They are by the ſpecial appointment 
of Chriſt ſet apart to that important ivork of mini- 


fring to the ſouls of men, and by his expreſs com- 


mand oblig'd to attend upon this as their ſtated 
- buſineſs. They are his meſſengers whom he hath com- 
miſſion'd, and ſent forth to declare his mind and 
will. They are his ſtewards whom he hatli pecu- 
liarly intruſted to manage the affairs of his Church 
and Kingdom here below, and to act for his intereſt 
and glory, and the good of Souls, purſuant to ſuch 
inſtructions as he has given them, and in order to 
ſuch purpoſes as he propos'd to accompliſh by his 
ſalutary undertakings and performances as Mediator. 

They have their miſſion from Chriſt, their work is 
aſſign'd them by him, they act by his authority and 
direction, and in ſubſervience to him as the Lord and 
Ruler of the Church; and to him it is they muſt be 

© accountable for the good or ill diſcharge of that im- 
portant truſt he hath committed to them. 

Such is the relation that every Goſpel-Miniſter ſtands 
in to Chriſt : And from hence it evidently appears 
what an honourable character and denomination this is. 
Let others value themſelves as much as they pleaſe 
upon pompous titles, and affect ſuch names of diſtinction 
as are apt to challenge reſpect from a vain and giddy 

multitude ; ſor us tis honour enough to be called the 
ſervants of Chriſt, and made uſe of as inſtruments 
under him for promoting the kingdom of God and the 


2 ſalvation of meu. To ſerve ſo great and good a Maſter, 
and to be imploy'd in ſuch honourable, uſeful work, 


is more to be coveted and gloried in than the high- 
eſt worldly dignities and preferments that can flatter the 
= vanity, or tempt the ambition of poor, unthinking 


* mortals. 


And let none think meanly of the miniſterial of 


Ri fice, or treat our character with contempt, ſince we 


aand ſo nearly related to the King of ſaints, and 
B have 
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have the honour to be numbred among his imme- 
diate ſervants, So far forth as we act ſuitably to the 
ſtation we are in, and purſue the glorious ends of 
that miniſtry which we have received from the Lord, we 
may be humbly bold to magnify our office, and to claim 
a juſt deference and regard in the execution of it, 
from thoſe ta whom we addreſs our ſelves in the 
name, and by the authority of our great Maſter. 

But beſides the relation that every Goſpel-Miniſter 
bears to Chriſt, we are led by the deſcription in my 
text to conſider him as he ſtands related to the 
Church, | 

And we may, from our Saviour's manner of ex- 
preſſing himſelf, eaſily apprehend what kind of a 
relation that is. 

The title of a ſteward that is ſet over the houſhold 
may convey to us a clear and eaſy Idea of the rela- 
tion that every Goſpel-Miniſter ſtands in to the Church. 

The Church is here repreſented under the notion 
of Chriſt's family, and the miniſters of the Goſpel as 
ſtewards, whom the maſter of the family has deputed 
and impower'd to order the affairs of it, and pro- 
vide ſuch things as are neceſſary for the comfortable 
accommodation and ſubſiſtence of all that belong to 
it: They are not to conſider themſelves, nor muſt 
they take upon them to act as maſters of the family, 
This would be a piece of high preſumption, utterly 
unbecoming the ſubordinate ſtation they are in, and 
the truſt repos'd in them by their Lord, whoſe re- 
ſentment they may therefore ſurely expect to draw 
upon themſelves by ſuch unſufferable arrogance, It 
concerns all the miniſters of the Goſpel to take heed 
that they don't lord it over God's heritage, nor aſſume 
to themſelves a greater authority than Chris? has com- 
mitted to them. 5 

Tho' the ſtation they are call'd to in the Church be 
high and honourable, tho* they are appointed to be 
leaders of the flock, to prefide in Chriſtian aſſemblies, © 
and to rake the overſight of thoſe that chuſe * 1 
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their paſtors (which every Chriſtian hath an un- 
doubted right to do, as he finds moſt conducive to 
his own edification ) yet all the authority they have 
is no more than miniſterial. 'They are only the chief 
ſervants of the family, and ought to remember that 


they are as much ſubje& to the government and laws 
which Chriſt hath eſtabliſn'd in his houſe, as the 


meaneſt of their felow ſervants, and equally bound 
to make theſe the ſtandard and rule both of their 
publick and private conduct. Their power reaches 


no further than the obligation of their office, which 


only requires them to take care that Chri#7's orders 
be obſerv'd ; that there be a due Decorum kept up 
in the family, and a proper regard paid to the 


maſter of it by all, over whom they can have in- 


fluence. 

Nor are they at liberty to make uſe of compulſive 
methods, in order to this end. Counſels and perſwa- 
ons, exhortations and intreaties, rational arguments and 
motives, prayers and tears, and the force of good ex- 
ample, together with a faithful adminiſtration of Goſ- 
pel ordinances, and a regular, prudent exerciſe of 


that diſcipline which Chris? hath appointed in his 
Church Theſe are all the means he has warranted 
his mini ſters to make uſe of, for inforcing the ob- 


ſervation of thoſe laws which he hath preſcrib'd for 
the government of his howſhold. *Tis therefore a very 


injurious, as well as unskilful conſtruction which our 


tranſlators have put upon our Saviour's words, when 
they repreſent him as aſſerting, concerning the wiſe 
and faithful ſteward, that he is one whom the Lord 
ſhall MAKE RULER over his houſhold. The true 
reading is, whom the Lord ſhall SET OVER his 
bouſhold, * which manner of ſpeaking conveys a quite 
difterent idea from the other, and gives us a much 
juſter and more conſiſtent view of the nature and 
d:fign of the miniſterial office, with which nothing can 
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leſs agree than the notion of rule and authority, pro- 
perly ſo call d. This I thought it neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, in order to prevent an objection that may 
ariſe in the minds of ſuch readers as are not ac- 
quainted with the original, againſt what I have now 
ſuggeſted, upon reading the words as they ſtand in 
our tranſlation, as well as that I might rectify thoſe 


extravagant and ili-grounded notions of Church power, 


which ſome have been led into by this and other 
paſſages of Scripture miſ-tranſlated and miſ= under- 


Upon the whole, you may ſee what kind of a re- 
lation it is that the Ministers of the Goſpel ſtand in 
to the Church, They are the SZewards of Christ's 
houſhold, with whom he hath intruſted the care of 
his beloved family, and whom he hath appointed to 
diſpenſe to them thoſe ſacred proviſious that are ne- 
ceſſary for their ſpiritual zouriſhment, ſupport, and 
conſolation. They are the overſeers and guides of the 
flock, whoſe office it is to lead them to thoſe green pa- 
Hures, where they may be fed and cheriſhed ; and 
to take care that they don't wander, nor be made a 
prey of by devouring wolves, but preſerv'd ſafe till 
the coming of the great Shepherd: They are labourers 
in Christ's vineyard, to dreſs and cultivate, and ma- 
;2ure it for their Matters uſe and pleaſure. And as 
theſe appellations are all of them expreſſive of that 
ſervice and ſubjection which the Ministers of Chrisf 
owe to him their great Lord and Master : So they 
very aptly denote their uſefulneſs to the Church, and 
the advantages, which by a due and faithful diſ- 
charge of the truſt committed to them, they may be 
inſtrumental to derive to their felow Chriſtians. The 
miniſterial office is therefore very juſtly reckon'd by 
St. Paul among thoſe valuable gifts, which our Lord 
Jeſus, when he aſcended up on high, gave to men, 


and ought to be look'd upon as a very neceſlary 


and beneficial inſtitution for perfecting the ſaints, and 
edifying the body of Christ, till we all come in the unity 


of 
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the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God un- 
to a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the fature of the 


fulneſs of Chriſt. See Epheſ. iv. 8, 11, 12, 13. But 


this will further appear by--conſidering more di- 
ſtinctly the ſecond thing obſervable in the deſcrip- 


tion I am now illuſtrating ; and that is, 


2dly, The work and bufineſs that Goſpel-Minifers 


| are call'd to, and by virtue of their ation and 


office oblig'd to perform. 

You have that expreſs'd by our Saviour in thoſe 
laſt words of the 42d verſe. That he may give them 
their portion of meat in due ſeaſon, agreeably to the 
metaphors of a ſteward and a family, that he had 


made uſe of in the words immediately foregoing. 


And indeed it may be ſufficiently inferr'd from what 
has been already hinted under the former head. 
The proper work and bufineſs of a Goſpel-Miniſter 
is to feed the flock of Chriſt, to diſtribute to them that 
ſpiritual food, which the great Maſter of the family has 
ſo plentifully provided for the zouriſhment of his hou- 
Hold. The Word and Sacraments are this ſpiritual 
food, the care of diſpenſing, which our Lord YJeſrs 
hath in a ſpecial manner committed to the pagZors 
of the Church, with whom he hath left proper di- 


rections how to conduct themſelves in the courſe of 


their miniſtry ; and how to manage thoſe ſeveral ad- 
miniſtrations they are intruſted with, ſo as that they 
may anſwer the great and valuable ends for which 
they were appointed. And in a careful obſervance 
of theſe directions, and a due application of the means 
of edification, to the particular circumſtances and ne- 
ceſſities of ſuch as do attend upon our ſacred mini- 
ſtratious, does the pasforal work and duty properly 
conſiſt, 

"Tis incumbent upon the ſtewards of Chris's hou- 
hold to nouriſh the ſouls of thoſe that are under their 
inſpection with ſuch wholſome inf7ruftions, ſuch ſalu- 
tary counſels, ſuch lively and affecting repreſentations of 
truth and duty, as they may be abundantly 2 

I with 
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with from thoſe ſacred Oracles, to the ſtudy of which 
they are required to give themſelves. "Tis their buſineſs 
to communicate to the people that attend their mi- 
niſtry that divine knowledge, which is the proper food 
of the underifanding, to implant in them thoſe. vir- 
tuous and holy principles which are the ſeeds of ſpiri- 
tual life, and when implanted, to cheriſh, ſtrengthen, 
cultivate, and improve them, in order to their gra- 
dual progreſs and grouth in grace, until they be vi- 
pened for a ſtate of „inen perfection. | 

To this end, they muſt take pains to bring them 
to as thorough an acquaintanc? as they can with the 
holy Scriptures, which are able to make them wiſe to ſal- 
vation. They muſt inculcate upon them, and (as need 
requires, and opportunity offers) -xp/2;2 and unfold 
to them the contents of theſe authentich records of the 
mind and will of God. They mutt lay open to their 
view thoſe ineſtimable treaſures of divine truth which 
are contain'd in theſe ſacred repoſitories, and uſe 
their beſt diligence to enrich the minds of their hear- 
ers with a practical, ſaving knowledge of them. "They 
muſt, by proper applications of the Word of God, 
and by chuſing ſuch portions of it to be the ſubject. 
matter of their diſcourſes, as are beſt adapted to 
anſwer the deſign of their miniſtrations, endeavour 
to excite thoſe to whom they miniſter unto, ſuch a 
conduct as may render that diſpenſation of the Goſpel 
they are privileg'd with, the effectual means of their 
edification and ſalvation, 

And they muſt take ſpecial care (as they are di- 
rected in my text) to give every one their portion of 
meat in due ſeaſon, They muſt ſuit their miniſtra- 
tions, as much as may be, to the circumſtances and 
capacities of thoſe to whom they miniſter. They muſt 
give milk to the babes of Chrii?'s houſhold, and ſtronger 
meat to thoſe that are of a more advanced age, See 
Heb. x11. 14. 

Thoſe that are grofly ignorant, they muſt take pains 
to enlighten and inſtruct from the word of God : Th ao 

that 
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that are ſtupid and ſecure they muſt endeavour to 


 «waken: Thoſe that are obſtinately bent upon an im- 


penitent courſe they muſt ſtrive to reclaim : Thoſe in 
whom there are any good inclinations they muſt en- 
courage and allure, They muſt do all they can to 


cheriſh every good beginning, like their great Maſter, 
of whom it was propheſied, that a bruiſed reed he 


would not break, nor quench the ſmoaking flax, till judg- 
ment was brought forth to victory. See 1/a. xlii. 3. com- 
par'd with Matth. xii. 20. 
They muſt endeavour ſo to manage that Word of 
God, with the diſpenſation whereof they are in- 


truſted, that it may become. the incorruptible ſeed of 
a ſpiritual, divine life, to thoſe that are yet uncon- 
verted. And where a principle of life is implanted, 


they muſt be careful to nouriſb, and ſtrengthen, and 
invigorate it by a proper diſtribution of ſuch ſpiri- 
tual food as is ſuitable to the ſtate and confitution 
of the new creature. 

Thus muſt the ſtewards of Chriſt's houſhold give to 
all the members of that family that is committed to 
their care, the portion of meat that is moſt proper 
for them. And they muſt be careful, that the food 
they diſpenſe be ſo prepared and fitted to the uſe of 
thoſe for whom it is intended, that it may prove 
truly nouriſhing and wholſome, | 

They muſt accommodate themſelves, as much as 
poſlible, in their inſtructions to the underi#andings of 
their hearers, and endeavour to be as intelligible as 
they can, conſidering that further than they are ſo 
they can't expect to be uſeful. They muſt alſo in- 
fiſt moſt upon thoſe things that are of the greateſt im- 
portauce, and likely to do moſt good to thoſe that at- 
tend upon their miniſtrations. They muſt not amuſe 
themſelves and others with vain and curious ſpecula- 
tions, nor delight. to dwell on points that are nice 
and difficult, intricate and obſcure, and have little or 
no good influence upon. practice: Nor ſhould they 
(without a very apparent neceſſity urging them 

hereto) 
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hereto) entertain their hearers with matters of doubi- 
j;ul diſputation, and with which Religion, as ſuch, is 
but little concern'd : This is to feed Chrif?'s houſhold 
with wind and chaff, inſtead of wholeſome, nouriſhing 
Food, which is utterly inconſiſtent with the duty, and 
unbecoming the character of a truly evangelical paſtor. 
The plain, practical, neceſſary truths of chyiſtianity, 
thoſe that do moſt immediately affect the witals of 
Religion, and with the knowledge and belief of which 
the ſalvation of Chriſtians is, according to the Goſpel 
ſcheme, moſt cloſely connected; thoſe doctrines which 
have apparently the moſt ſanctiſying, enuobling influ- 
ence upon the minds of men, which tend to make us 
moſt like to God, and to beget and cheriſh in us 
thoſe diſpoſitions that are likely to render us moſt 
excceptable to him, moſt uſeful to one another, and moſt 
fit for a ſtate of future, eternal happineſs ; thoſe, I 
ſay, are the moſt proper ſubjects for the Mini ters 
of the Goſpel to inſiſt upon in the courſe of their 
miniſtry, and to recommend with the greateſt ear- 
neftneſs and zeal to thoſe that attend upon their ſa- 
cred ministrations. He that dwells moſt upon theſe, 
and inculcates them mos? upon his hearers (provided 
he do it properly and judiciouſly) is moſt likely to 
prove a wſeful, ediſying Preacher, and to do moſt good 
to the ſouls of men; which is the great thing that 
every faithful, conſcientious Minister ſhould have at 
heart, and principally aim at in the diſcharge of 
that ſacred office to which he is call'd. 

But it is not only by a due diſpenſation of the 
word of life that the euards of Chrif?'s houſhold are 
to feed the family over which they are ſet ; bur alſo by 
a regular and proper adminiſtration of other Goſpel 
ordinances, particularly ſacramental ones. 'Theſe are 
a part of the provi ſion which our Lord hath appointed 
for the nouriſhment of his houſhold ; and they are ve- 
ry ſuitable and uſeful means for edifying the body of 
Chris, and promoting the growth aud progreſs of that 
ſpiritual life, which all true Christians are 9 

O1. 
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of. By theſe inſtituted ſigns the great Lord of the 
Church not only conveys inſtruction to the ſouls of 


his people, and aſſures them of his ſpecial favour 
and good will to them; but he quickens, and Hrength- 


ens, and excites in them thoſe good diſpoſitions, by 
the vigorous, lively exerciſe of which they are e- 


ſtabliſp d and confirm'd in their Griſtian courſe, and 
gradually made meet for the heavenly inheritance. And 
as the adminiſtration of thefe ſeems evidently by 
Chriſt's appointment to be put into the hands of 
Chriſtian paſtors, ſo far at leaſt, that in a well con- 
ſtituted Church they only are the proper diſpenſers 
of theſe ſacred ordinances: So by a ſerious and be- 
coming management of this part of the truſt com- 
mitted to them, they have it in their power, and con- 
ſequently they ſtand oblig'd to be helpers of the faith, 


and joy, and holineſs of their fellow Chriſtians, and give 


them aſſiſtance and ſupport in their way towards 


Heaven. 
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And beſides theſe, there are ſeveral other ways 


by which the Miniſters of the Goſpel are capable of 
contributing towards the ſuſtenance and ſpiritual 


-Douriſhment of Chriſt's houſhold. They may be greatly 
helpful to them by their prayers, both in publick and 
private, by their uſeful, edifying converſes with them, 
and by the influence of their good example. In eve- 
ry one of theſe inſtances they may do much good 
to the ſouls of thoſe that are under their inſpection, 
and be very inſtrumental both to begin, carry on, and 


perfect that divine life, which is the eſſential, diſtin- 


guiſhing property of a true Chriſtian. An obligation 
to all theſe does therefore evidently reſult from the 
nature and deſign of the paſtoral office, and is ne- 
ceſlarily included in the deſcription here given of a 
good Steward, 

I proceed now to conſider the third thing remar- 
kable in this part of my text, viz. 


C 3. The 
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3. The qualifications that every worthy and uell- 


furniſb' d Miniſter of the Goſpel is ſuppoſed by our 


bleſſed Lord to be poſſeſs d of, and endued with. 

And there are two principal ones particularly 
mention'd, to which all others, that can be ſuppos'd 
proper and requiſite, in order to the due diſcharge 
of the paſtoral office, may be reduc'd. 

The one is Faithfulneſ, the other Wiſdom. 

Both theſe are eſſential properties of a good ſteu- 
ard; and they are eſpecially neceſlary in the ſtewards 
of Christ's houſhold. 

Firſt, As to faithfulneſs, that this is the neceſſary 
qualification of a good ſteward, the very name and 
character may be ſufficient to convince us. 

Stewardſhip implies a truſt, and that of courſe 
calls for fidelity. Tis requir'd in ſtewards, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, that a man be found faithful, Cor. vi. 2. 
And as there is no truſt of equal importance with 
that which the Miniſters of the Goſpel have commit- 
ted to them, it follows by a plain conſequence, that 
no ſtation a man can be in, no office he can be call'd 
to exerciſe, carries with it ſuch an obligation to 
faithfulneſs as that of the ſacred Miniſtry, No won= 
der then that the Apoſtle Paul ſhould give ſuch a 


ſolemn charge to Timothy, with reſpe& to the con- 


veyance of the miniſterial character, as he does, 2 Tim. 
ii. 2. Thoſe things which thou haſt heard of me among 
many witneſſes, the ſame commit to faithful men, who ſhall 
be able to teach others alſo. There was indeed a peculiar 
reaſon for this charge, before the Goſpel was com- 
mitted to writing ; becauſe a great deal then de- 
pended upon the veracity and faithfulneſs of thoſe by 
whom the important facts, that prove the truth of 
our holy Religion, as well as the doctrines taught 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, were to be tranſmitted to 
poſterity ; but though the authentick records of divine 


truth, which are now in our hands, ſecure us in a 


great meaſure from being impoſed upon as to theſe 
particulars; yet ſtill the /tewards of Chriſt's houſhold 
1 have 
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have a great truſt repoſed in them, in order to the 
due management of which it is highly neceſſary that 
they ſhould be men of probity and fidelity, They 
have the intereſts of God's glory, and the welfare of 
immortal fouls truſted in their hands ; and very im- 
portant are the conſequences that are likely to re- 
ſult from their good or ill diſcharge of this impor- 
tant truſt, To them, in an eſpecial manner, the ora- 
cles of God are committed, it being their proper work 
and bulineſs to explain, and inculcate, and improve 
the contents of theſe ſacred volumes for the benefit 
and inſtruction of thoſe that attend on their mini- 
ftrations. And if they ſhould out of any ſiniſter 
views corrupt the Word of God, or handle it deceitfully, 
(as hath too often been the practice of thoſe that 
have born the character of Chriſtian paſtors ) ſad ex- 
perience may convince us what miſchief they are 
capable of doing; how much diſhonour to God, and 
damage to the ſouls of men, may be occaſion'd by ſuch 
miſ-behaviours. They are appointed to watch over 
the flock of Chriſt, and to diſpenſe to them that ſpi- 
ritual food which is neceſſary for the maintenance 
and ſupport of the ChrifZian life And if inftead of 
purſuing theſe directions they prove zegligent and 
careleſs; if they with-hold from them the bread of 
| life, or give them ſtones for bread (which is too com- 
monly the caſe in many parts of the Chriſtian Church) 
what unhappy effects may follow from ſuch a con- 
duct, and how much may the intereſt of Chriſt aud 
precious ſouls be diſſerv'd by ſuch inſtances of un- 
faithfulneſs. 

Fidelity therefore 1s apparently a moſt neceſlary 
qualification for every one that is intruſted with the 
paſtoral office, and the want of it ought to be re- 
garded as an eſſential defect in the character of 
thoſe that are ſet over the houſhald of Chriſt, Now 
it being of great importance to every one of us, 
and eſpecially to thoſe that have this weighty truſt 
committed to them, to have a juſt notion of the 
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import and extent of this qualification, I ſhall briefly 
take notice of the following particulars, as concur- 
ring to make up the character of a faithful ſteward. 
1. And the firſt thing I ſhall mention as eſſential 
to miniſterial faithfulneſs, is an upright, ſincere in- 
tention to honour Chriſt, and to approve our ſelves 
to him in the diſcharge of that office and truſt that 
is committed to us. 8 | 
Sincerity is a neceſſary ingredient in fidelity. He 
that would approve himſelf a faithful ſervant of Chriſt 
muſt have his eye directed towards him, and with 
ſingleueſs of heart aim to pleaſe and glorify him in all 
his miniſtrations. If this be not our governing end, 
our fixed, habitual purpoſe in undertaking the ſa- 
cred office, and performing the various functions it 
obliges to, we can never expect the approbation of 
our great Maſter ; nor can we appeal to him con- 
cerning our fidelity. If we ſeek our own things, and 
not the things of Chriſt ; if ambition, or the love of fil- 
thy Iucre be the chief motives that prompt us to 
take the overſight of the flock; theſe are ſuch mean, 
pitiful, ſordid conſiderations, as will utterly marr 
our acceptance with Chriſt, and render us unworthy 
ro be accounted faithful by him. 
The avowed end of our miniſtrations is the glory 
of God and the ſalvation of ſouls, *Tis for theſe grear 
purpoſes the miniſterial office is appointed, and to 
promote theſe is the profeſſed deſign of mens un- 
dertaking it. How then can it conſiſt with fidelity 
ro propote low, baſe, carnal ends to our ſelves in 
entring upon the work of the Miniſtry, and to act 
with a primary regard to theſe in the proſecution 
of it? A faithful fleward of Chriſt's houſhold will be- 
have after a different manner. Such an one will 
hare the honour of Chriſt, and the good of immortal 


fouls principally in his view. His chief ambition 


will be to ſtand right in the eyes of him whoſe ſer- 
vant he 1s, and to ſecure his approbation and eſteem. 


This is whae the heart of every ſincere miniſter of 


Chrif? 
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Cpriſt is chiefly ſet upon; and to compaſs this great 
end is the main ſcope and deſign of his miniſtra- 
tions. He is not ſo much concern'd to pleaſe men 
(tho' it is very agreeable to him to do ſo, when he 
can do it with a good conſcience) as he is to be ac- 
, _ cepted with Chriſt, It is in his account a ſmall thing 
to be judged of man's judgment; he values the applau- 
ſes or the reproaches of his fellow-ſervants very little, 
comparatively, remembring that he who judges him, 
he, by whoſe final ſentence he muſt ſtand or fall for 
ever, is the Lord. He is ſtudious thro' the whole 
«courſe of his miniſtry to act with ſuch views, from 
ſuch principles, and upon ſuch motives, that all he 
does may be acceptable to his great Maſter, and 
conducive to thoſe ends for which he is entruſted 
with the care of the howſhold, and made one of the 
over ſeers of Chriſt's flock, But, 
' 2dh, Another inſtance of miniſterial fidelity that L 
ſhall take notice of, is a ſtrict and cloſe adherence to 
thoſe rules and orders, which the great Lord of the 
Church has appointed and preſcrib'd for the go- 
vernment of his houſhold. | 
Nothing can be more inconſiſtent with faithful- 
-veſs, than for a ſervant, whoſe commiſſion is limited, 
and who has no other authority given him than to 
Tee that his Lord's orders be obey d, and the directions 
he has left for the government of the family, during 
his abſence from it, be purſued ; I ſay, nothing can 
be more inconſiſtent with fidelity than for a ſervant, 
ſo limited, to vary from the inſtructions he hath re- 
- > ceiv'd, and ſubſtitute his own commands inſtead of 
his Maſter's. This therefore is what every faithful 
2 one of Chriſt's houſhold muſt and will carefully 
avoid. | 
Me muſt pay an exact deference to our Lord's com- 
mand, and by our example, as well as our inftruc- 
tions, influence others to do ſo as much as poſſible. 
We muſt not pretend to act beyond our commiſ- 
ſion, nor arrogate to our ſelves a power of preſcri- 
1 | bing 
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bing /aws to our fellow-ſervants, We muſt neither 
palm any thing upon them as of divine authority, that 
we have not very good reaſon to believe is really 
ſo; nor muſt we preſume to lay upon the necks of 


Chriſt's diſciples any other yoke than what he himſelf 


has impos'd, or abridge their liberties in thoſe points 
wherein he hath left them Free. 

The Miniſters of the Goſpel muſt be very cautious 
of delivering any thing in the name of Chrift as a 
divine truth, or inforcing any thing upon the con- 
iciences of their hearers as a commanded duty, that 
they cannot ſupport by clear and ſolid evidence 
from the holy Scriptures, the only authentick rule of 
faith and manners. Much leſs muſt they, by their own 
authority, or pretence of any diſcretionary power lodg'd 
with them, make that to be /n or duty, which is not 
already made o by ſome previous lau of Chriſt. E- 
very attempt of this kind is a groſs uſurpation of 
the Redeemer”s kingly power, and an arrogant incroach- 
ment upon the rights of his ſubjefts. And therefore 
nothing can leſs become a faithful miniſter of Chriſt, 
nor be more inconſiſtent with the obligations annex'd 
to that character. | 

He that would be accounted faithful muſt be con- 
tented to keep within the ſtation of a ſervant, and 
not aſpire to the authority of a Lord. He muſt 
punctually follow the directions Chriſt hath given in 
his Mord, and inculcate upon thoſe, to whom he mi- 
niſters, a cloſe adherence and immediate regard to him as 
the ſole ing and lau-giver of the Church, He muſt 
make it the {cope and deſign of all his miniſtrations 
to magnity Chriſt's authority, to render it ſacred and 
reſpectable in the efteem of his fellow chriſtians, and 
teach men to obſerve all things whatſoever he hath com- 
manded, pur ſuant to the direction our Lord gave his 
Apoſiles, when he ſent them forth to diſciple all na- 
37085, as you may flee, Matth. xxvin. 20. 

zaly, A diligent improvement of the talents committed 
to %5 15 another neceſlary inſtance of miniſterial faith- 
Falneſs, 4 And. 
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And therefore you may obſerve, that the flothfut 
and the faithful ſervant ſtand in oppoſition to each 
other in that parabolical repreſentation, which you have 
in Matth. xxv. 21, 26. Ialeneſs and ſloth are directly 
contrary to the obligations that our miniſterial cha- 
rafter lays us under. 

The work of the Miniſtry is a very painful and la- 
borious ſervice. It requires great induſtry and appli- 
cation to diſcharge the duties of it as we ought to 
do. Our heads, our hearts, our hands muſt be all 
employ'd in our Maſter's work, and every power and 
talent that we have be exerted with zeal and vigour 
for his honour, and the good of thoſe to whom we 
miniſter. *Tis an extenſive care that the ſtewards of 
Chriſt's houſhold have devolv'd upon them. Number- 
leſs are the labours and toils which we muſt go 
thro' in the courſe of our Miniſtry, and like the 
husbandman's, they are continually returning upon 
us: So that they who make conſcience of fulfilling 
the Miniſtry they have receiv'd in all its important 
branches, will find few vacant hours, little time to 
laviſh or throw away in #dleneſs aud unprofitable di- 
ver ſions. 

We are not only to preach the Mord at ſtated ſea- 
ſons, but to be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon; to 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all loug-Juffering and 
doctrine, 2 Tim. iv. 2, We are to teach publickly, aud 
from houſe to houſe, Acts xx. 20. And to qualify us 
for doing this well, we muſt give our ſelves to rea- 
ding, prayer, and meditation. We muſt diligently ſtudy 
the mind of God, and ſpend much of our time in 
peruſing thoſe ſacred oracles that are the fountains of 
divine truth, and contain that large ſyſtem of doc- 
trines and precepts, which it is our buſineſs to ex- 
plain apd recommend to our hearers. We muſt be 
often on our knees earneſtly wreſtling with God, both 
for our ſelves, and for thoſe that are committed. to 
our care; that we may be ted and accepted in our 


endeayours to do good to ſouls, and that they to 
| hom 
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whom we miniſter may reap advantage by our la- 
bours. We muſt acquaint ourſelves, as much as 
may be, with the neceſſities of our flocks, and en- 
deavour to accommodate both our publick labours and 
our private converſes to their various circumſtances 
and conditions, which will require much thought and 
ſtudy, much diligence and application. We muſt, as 
we have opportunity, viſit the fick and afflited, and 
adminiſter comfort and counſel to them, as the caſe 
requires ; which as it will take up much of our time, 
fo it will often coſt us much care, and labour, and 
anxiety, Theſe, and many other ſervices, are in- 
cumbent upon the ſtewards of Chriſt's houſhold ; the 
ſerious conſideration of which is enough to demon- 
ſtrate how much diligence and activity is requiſite, 
in order to the faithful management of that great 
truſt that is committed to them. 

Herein therefore muſt the fidelity of a Goſpel- Mi- 
niſter principally appear. He muſt ſhew himſelf 
faithful by a diligent and cloſe attendance to the 
duties of his function, by a vigorous eare to im- 
prove all his talents in the ſervice, and for the ho- 
nour of his great Maſter, and by exerting himſelf 
to the utmoſt for the ſalvation of thoſe precious 
ſouls that are under his inſpection. He muſt not 


be ſlothful in buſineſs, but fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the 


Lord, Rom. xii. 11. He muſt take heed to himſelf, 
and to his doctrine, that by ſo doing, he may both ſave 
himſelf and them that hear him, 1 Tim. iv. 16. He 
that in theſe things approves himſelf to Chriſt will me- 
Tit the character of à good and faithful ſervant, and 
as ſuch will be accepted and rewarded by our bleſ- 
ſed Lord. Let us now conſider the other quali- 
fication of a good ſteward, mentioned in my text, 
which 1s, 

2dly, Wiſdom or Prudence, as the original word 
more properly ſignifies; and the reaſon of the caſe 
plainly directs us to underſtand or Saviour's ex- 
preſſion, 

This 


N Ld * e 
. . 1 
* S 3 : 
Pr > XC "* "£5405 > war. 
SITY i 225 OE | a : 


Reverend Mr. Joſeph Boyſe. 25 


This is no leſs neceſſary than that faithfulneſs, 
which (as I have ſhown you) is eſſential to the cha- 
racer of a worthy and well qualify'd minifter of the Goſ- 
: pel, as will convincingly appear, if we conſider what 


* 


1 4 


ti includes, of which I ſhall endeavour to give you 


'Y 


a brief account under the two following heads. 
= 1Tft, That wiſdom or prudence, which is here men- 
= tioned as the neceſſary qualification of a Goſpel-Mi- 
” wiſter, includes in it a competent underſtanding of the 
work and bufineſs he is call'd to. . | 
Without this a man is in no wiſe qualify'd to diſ- 
charge this truſt either with credit or ſucceſs. "Tis 
highly requiſite that he, who is to teach others, 
ſhould be himſelf tolerably i/trufted in the mind of 
God, that he ſhould have a competent acquaintance 
with thoſe great truths, the knowledge of which is 
by him to be communicated to thoſe that attend 
upon his miniftrations. Every worthy and well qua- 
- tified miniſter is, and muſt be a ſcribe well inſtructed 
For the kingdom of beaven, Matth. xiii. 52, We muſt 
at leaſt be pretty thoroughly wers'd in thoſe ſacred 
= writings, from whence we are to draw all our miniſte- 
rial inftruftions, We muſt get our minds well ftock'd 
= with divine knowledge, and have a clear underſtanding 
of thoſe ſalutary, important dofrines, which are to be 
the chief ſubje& matter of our preaching. Yea, we 
muſt uſe our beſt diligence, that our knowledge may 


= extend to the whole compaſs of reveal d truths, and 
= commanded duties, that we may, as occaſion ſerves, be 
in a capacity to declare to our hearers the whole coun- 
= fel of God, and keep back nothing that is profitable to them, 


Ats xx. 20, 27. 


And in order to our attaining ſuch a knowledge 
of the things of God as has been mentioned, it will 
be highly conducive that we hoard up as great a 
= treaſure of humane learning, as our circumſtances and 
capacities will allow us to do. A conſiderable ac- 


= quaintance with the learned languages, and liberal arts 


and ſciences, is a very neceſſary and uſeful prepara- 
D tive 
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tive for the work of the miniſtry. And therefore he 


T$ 

1 
a 
be 


that would be an able divine muſt, before he take 1 


upon him the ſacred office, be at pains to lay in as 
large a furniture of this kind as he poſſibly can; nor 
ſhould thoſe tiiat are miniſters neglect to improve 
themſelves this way afterwards, as far as the other 
labour; and duties of their calling will permit. 


An ignorant miniſter is a reproach to his profeſ- 


ſion, and likely to render the character he bears, 
contemptible; and which is worſe, he is in danger, 


by an unskil ful management of his work, to do much 
prejudice to the ſouls of his hearers. For want of 
rightly underſtanding the mind of God, he may ei- 
ther leave them uninſtructed in the things that belong to 
their peace, or lead them into miſchievous and de- 
ſtructive errors, both of judgment and practice. And 
when the blind thus lead the blind, what can be ex- 


pected but that (as our Saviour ſpeaks) both fall in- 
to the ditch? Matth. xv. 14. It is therefore of great 
importance to religion and the ſouls of men, that every 
Reward which is ſet over Chriſt's houſhold be in this re- 
ſpect a wiſe, as well as a faithful ſervant ; that he 


underſtand his work well ; that he be thoroughly 
skill'd in all the branches of it; that he know the truth 
as it is in Jeſus, and be a workman that need not be a- 


fham'd, able rightly to divide the word of truth, 2 Tim. 


11.15. But, 
2dly, That wiſdom or prudence, which is the neceſ- 


ſary qualification of a good ſteward, includes a judi- 


cious and diſcreet management of thoſe miniſterial ta- 


lents that are committed to us. 


Wiſdom (we are told) is profitable to direct, Eccleſ. 
x. 10. and the truth of this obſervation is more evi? 
dent in no caſe than that which I am now conſider- © 
ing. A wiſe ſteward is one that's capable of forming 
a right judgment, how to conduct himſelf in the fta- © 
tion he is in, and how to manage his miniſterial ue 


te the beſt advantage, 


* * 
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Ic requires a great deal of prudence to diſcharge 
the office of a Goſpel- Miniſter properly and well. 
There's a vaſt variety of circumſtances to be con- 
ſidered and carefully attended to, by all that would 
maintain the credit, and ſucceſsfully purſue the ends 


of this ſacred function. Prudence is neceſſary to be 
e.xercis'd, both in our publick miniſtrations, and in our 
pri vate conduct. 


There's a great deal of prudence requiſite, in or- 
der to the due management of our public mini ſtra- 
tions. 

We muſt be directed hereby in our choice of pro- 
per ſubjects for the inſtruction and entertainment of 
our hearers. Prudence is neceſſary to teach us what 
truths and duties are moſt fit to be inſiſted on, and 
recommended in the ordinary courſe of our preach- 
ing. A wiſe ſteward will diſtribute to the houſhold thoſe 
proviſions that are beſt and wholeſomeſt for them, that 
are likely to do them moſt good, and to contribute 


> moſt to their ſpiritual nouriſhment and improvement in 


* the beſt things. Again, 
Prudence will direct us as to the manner of our de- 
livering thoſe important inſtructions we are charged 


with. It will teach us to addreſs our ſelves to our 


” hearers with that gravity and ſeriouſneſs, that modeſty 
and caution, that zeal and concern, that tenderueſs and 
apſſection, that are ſuitable to the nature of thoſe ſub- 
= jecs whereof we are to treat. | 
Prudence will alſo help us to diſcern the proper times 
and ſeaſons of inſiſting upon certain truths and duties, 
which tho' neceſſary to be ſometimes inculcared, are 
yet more peculiarly feaſonable at one time than at 
another. A wiſe ſteward will chuſe the propereſt oc- 
caſions he can find of miniſtring to the neceſſities of 
the houſhold. He'll ſtudy to adapt himſelf, as much 
as poſſible, to theſe, in diſtributing thoſe ſpiritual 
provifions that he is intruſted with. Such a one knows 
that a word ſpoken in ſeaſon is of ſingular uſe, and 
will therefore not only chuſe out acceptable SS; Wa 
2 ee 
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ſeek for the moſt favourable opportunities of ad- 


dreſſing himſelf to his hearers, when there is the 
greateſt likelihood of gaining the end, and convey- 


Ing to them the benefit intended by his applications. 


And to add no more under this head, 

Prudence will ſuggeſt to us the neceſſity there is of 
having a due regard to the perſons with whom we 
have to do, and will teach us to diſtinguiſh character: 
as well as caſes, according to the real difference that 
there is between them. We have ſometimes perſons 
of rank and figure to deal with: And tho' we are 
not to flatter the greateſt of theſe in their vices, nor 
muſt we decline telling them their duty when there 
is a neceſſity for it; yet there is a reſpectful decency 
to be obſerv d in our manner of addreſſing them; 
and prudence requires us ſo to manage our advices, 
and eſpecially our reproofs, that they may be as little 


1 


irritating and offenſive as poſſible, Prudence will alſo | 
direct us to ſtudy the tempers of our hearers, and 


to ſuit our ſelves to them ſo far as is requiſite, in or- 
der to give us the moſt probable and promiſing proſ- 


pe& of doing them good. Some are to be calmly rea- 


ſon' d with, others will be more influenc'd by«warm and 
lively expoſtulations : Some are to be melted and moved 
by a winning ſoftneſs ; others are to be rowz'd and 
alarm d with the voice of thunder. Some timorous and 
render ſpirits there are that need all the encouragement 
we can give them; others are of a more bold and 
Hardy diſpoſition, and require to be treated with 
greater harſhneſs and ſeverity. Now it is no ſmall 
part of miniſterial prudence to know how to accom- 


modate our ſelves to the various diſpoſitions of thoſe 


to whom we miniſter. He is, indeed, a wiſe ſteward 


that knows how to vary his ſtile and method of addreſs, 
according to the different character and genius of 
thoſe whom he is to influence; that has the art of 
infinuating himſelf into the affeftions, as well as con- 


vincing the judgments of his hearers ; that can touch 
the paſſions lo properly, as to bring them over to the 
TER 2 a aſſiſtance 
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aſſiſtance of reaſon and conſcience, and by this united 


force render the applications he makes effectual and 
ſacceſsful to attain their end. So uſeful a'qualifica- 
tion is prudence for directing and aſſiſting us in our 
publick miniſtrations. | 

Nor is there leſs need of it for the direction of 
our private conduct. By the help of this amiable and 
venerable quality, miniſters will be enabled to main- 
tain the credit of their character, and preſerve a due 
eſteem and reverence for it among thoſe with whom 
they converſe. Prudence will teach us to avoid eve- 
ry thing that hath a tendency to render us mean 
and little, and contemptible in the eyes of our fellou- 


chriſtians : It will make us cautious and regular, grave 


and diſcreet in our ordinary deportment and beha- 
viour ; it will influence us to a carriage worthy of 
the ſtation we are in, and the office we bear ; ſuch 
a one as will command reſpe& from all that have 
the leaſt regard for goodneſs or virtue, and give great 
weight and authority to all our inſtructions and advi- 
ces, both in publick and in private, 

Thus much it may ſuffice to have ſaid for illu- 
ſtrating the character of that wiſe and faithful ſteu- 
ard that is deſcrib'd in my text. Let us now pro- 


ceed to confider, 


2dly, 'The repreſentation here made of that happy 
condition, that every ſuch wiſe and faithful ſteward 
ſhall be in at the time of his Lord's coming. 

Bleſſed, ſaith our Saviour, is that ſervant, whom his 
Lord, when he comes, ſhall find ſo doing. Bleſſed in- 
deed is every faithful miniſter of the goſpel, who makes 


conſcience of anſwering the end of his ſacred calling 


by a diligent and careful diſcharge of thoſe impor- 
tant duties which his office and character oblige him t6 
the performance of. Such a one may with jey expect 
the coming of his Lord, and triumph in the thoughts 
of that comfortable meeting he ſhall have with him 


at the time of his appearance. 


Three 
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Three remarkable circumſtances ſhall concur t6 
make this a joyous and bliſsful event to every worthy 
and well qualified Goſpel- Miniſter. | 

1/t, They ſhall be bleſt with the favourable ac- 
ceptance and approbation of their great Lord and 
Maſter. 

2dly, The peaceful refleftions of a good conſcience, and 
the joyful hopes reſulting from thence ſhall yield them 
much comfort and ſatisfattion. | 
3dly, That glorious reward with which their indul- 


— 


gent Lord will crown all their faithful ſervices, ſhall 


render them conſummately and eternally bleſſed. 

1. Every faithful and wiſe ſteward, that has ated 
up to the dignity of his character, and the obliga- 
tions annex'd to it, ſhall be bleſs'd with the fa- 
vourable acceptance and approbation of his great 
Lord and Maſter. 

He regards, with an eye of complacency, all the 
well-meant endeavours of his faithful ſervants, to 
honour and pleaſe him, and to fave thoſe precious 
ſouls he hath committed to their care ; and he wilt 
not be unrighteous to forget their work and labour of love, 
which they have ſhown towards his name, Heb. vi. 10. 
He will favourably accept their fincere and upright 
ſervices: And where he ſees that it has been their 
general aim and ſtudy to approve themſelves to him 
by a faithful diſcharge of their duty, he will make 
all the merciful allowances that can reaſonably be ex- 
pected for their infirmities and defefis, and graciouſly 
overlook their manifold involuntary and lamented fai- 
lures. We ſerve a kind, indulgent Maſter, who is ready 
to put a candid conſtruction upon our good inten- 


tions, and an undeſery'd value upon thoſe perfor- 
mances, which have nothing bur the ſincerity of 


them to recommend them to his eſteem. And what 
matter of comfort doth this ſuggeſt to all thoſe mi- 
niſters that are conſcious of their own integrity, 
whoſe own hearts can bear witneſs for them, that 
ir is their chief deſire and ambition to approve their 
: F fidelity 
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fdelity ro Chriſt, and to act ſo as that they may be 
wel pleafing in his fight. Where there is ſuch a 
prevailing, habitual diſpoſition, it ſpall be accepted 
according to what a man hath, and not according to what 
he hath not, 2 Cor. viii. 12. The bleſſed Jeſus will 
take kindly at the hands of his ſervants all the ge- 
nuine efforts of their love to him, and zeal for his glory, 
which they have been prompted to in the courſe of 
their Miniſtry; and will remember them to their ad- 
vantage when their time of labour draws to a cloſe, 
and they are in no capacity to do him further ſer- 
vice. He will then ſay concerning them, Vell done, 
good and faithful ſervants, And how bleſt a condition 
muſt that miniſter be in, upon whom his gracious Lord 
and Maſter pronounces this favourable, this comfort- 
able ſentence, Eſpecially if, 

2dly, He enjoys that inward ſerenity and peace of 
conſcience, and is enabled to entertain thoſe comfortable, 
Joyful hopes, that are the genuine reſult of well- doing. 
They, whoſe attainment this is, muſt needs be 
happy ; for they feel within themſelves the beginnings 
of heaven upon earth, the ſweet foretaſts of that celeſtial 
bliſs, which they are entring upon, and going to 
take poſſeſſion of. This (ſaith the Apoſtle) 2 Cor. 
i. 12. is our rejoicing, even the teſtimony of conſcience, that 
in fimplicity aud godly ſincerity, not by fleſhly wiſdom, but 
by the grace of God we have had our converſation in the 
world, When a faithful miniſter can look back upon 
his paſt life with an humble conſciouſneſs of his 
own wuprightneſs; when he can appeal to the great 
ſearcher of hearts, that he has, in the general courſe of 
his Miniſtry, ated under the influence of a hearty 
zeal for God aud love to fouls; and that he has made 
it his chief care and buſineſs to feed the ſheep and 
lambs of Chriſt, to watch over the flock, and faithfully 
to diſcharge his duty as a Chriſtian paſtor, eſpecially 
when he can refle& upon the happy ſucceſs of his mi- 
niſtrations, and hath many comfortable ſeals and pledges 
to produce of God's gracious acceptance of him, and 
pong 353 preſence 
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preſence with him in his work ; what refreſhment and do- 
light muſt ſuch reflections as theſe lay a foundation 
for ! What peace of mind, what holy confidence towards 
God, and what comfortable, joyful expectations from him 
muſt they create to ſuch a ſincere and upright ſervant 
of Chriſt, when he is finiſhing his courſe, and taking 
his leave of the world! To enjoy ſuch an andiſturb d 
tranquillity, ſuch a ſweet ſerenity in our dying mo- 
ments, to be able then to look up to God with a 
rational, well-grounded hope of his favourable accep- 
tance, and of a future reward: How great an hap< 
pineſs muſt it needs be! How Gleft is the condition of 
thoſe whoſe privilege this is! But that leads me to 
add, 
3dly, That the bl:fedneſs of ſuch a wiſe aud faith- 
ful ſteward as my text deſcribes, ſhall be conſum- 
mated by that glorious reward, with which his ſer- 
vices ſhall be crown'd, at the appearance of his bleſſed 
Lord and Maſter. | 
He ſhall then reſt from his labours, aud his works 
Hall follow him into that better world, to which he 
ſhall by death be tranſlated, Rev. xiv. 13. He ſhall 
be receiv'd into his Maſter's joy, who will give him 
ſuch marks of his favour and countenance, and beftow 
upon him ſuch an ample recompence for all his paſt ſer- 
vices, as ſhall fill him with a joyful ſurprize, and ren- 
der him beyond expreſſion, yea, beyond imagination happy. 
Such will be the happy reſult of our Lord's coming, 
with reſpe& to all thoſe faithful paſtors, that have 
diligently and carefully fed the flock of Chriſt. When the 


chief Shepherd ſhall appear, they ſhall receive a crown of 


glory that ſhall not fade away, 1 Pet. v. 4. They ſhall 
be admitted into the bliſsful preſence of Chriſt, and 
be with him where he is, that they may behold his glory, 
and ſhare with him in it, John xvii. 24. And as in 
this ſituation their happine/s will be compleat, ſo they 


ſhall continue the joyful poſſeſſors of it throughout 
eternity, | | | : 


There 
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There is (my brethren) a rich reward laid up in 
ſtore for all Chriſt's faithful and obedient ſervants, and 
a diſtinguiſping one for thoſe that have with wiſdom 
and fidelity diſcharg'd the office of ſtewards to his hou- 
= ſhold. They that are wiſe (we are told by the prophet 
Daniel) Dan. xii. 3. ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
Firmament, and they that turn many to righteouſneſs, as the 
ſtars for ever aud ever. The great Lord of the church will 
peculiarly honour and advance thoſe wiſe and faithful 
ſtewards, who have well and worthily executed that 
difficult and important- truſt that he hath committed to 
them. He will make them rulers over all that he hath, 
as our Saviour expreſſeth it in the words immediately 
following my text; alluding (as good expo/itors ſup- 
poſe) to the cuſtom of great princes, who are wont to 
prefer ſuch of their ſubjes, as have acquitted them- 
felves with eminent wiſdom and fidelity in lower ſta- 
tions, to the higheſt poſts of honour and profit, as a te- 
ſtimony of their eſteem for them, and an acknowledg- 
ment of their paſt ſervices. In like manner, our bleſ- 
> fed Lord will highly dignify and promote thoſe wiſe and 
= faithful miniſters of his kingdom, who have, with a di- 
= ſtinguiſh'd zeal, and diligence, and capacity, exerted 
= themſelves for his Honour and ſervice here on earth, 
= when they have finiſh'd their appointed courſe, and the 
days of their labour and trial are ended. 
, Thoſe that have been burning and ſhining lights in 
= the Church here below, he will in due time tranſlate 
= to a higher orb, and make them ſhine as the ſun in 
the kingdom of his Father. He will add to the weight and 
= glory of their crown in proportion to the improvement 
they have made of their. talents he intruſted them 
with, and by the liberal recompences of his bounty 
will convince both themſelves and the reſt of that glo- 
rious community, with which they ſhall for ever be 
aſſociated, that theſe are the men whom he particularly 
delights to honour. And how bleft muſt thoſe ſervants 
of Chriſt be, whom he will thus amply reward, and 
thus glorionſty crown! © 8 
| E Having 
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Having thus illuſtrated the repreſentation that 
our Saviour makes of the character and bleſſedneſs of 
every worthy and well-qualify'd miniſter of the Goſpel ; 
it remains that we make ſome practical improvement 
of the ſubject. And, 

/i, We may, from the deſcription our Saviom 
gives of the ſtation, work, and qualifications of a good 
feward, infer the great difficulty and importance of 
the miniserial office. 

A ſerious view of the nature, deſign, and obligations 
of the ſacred function, and the virtues and endowments 
neceſlary to qualify men for a due and acceptable 
diſcharge of it, will naturally lead us to make this 
humbling and awakening reflection. How great a trus? 
is it to have the care of Chris?'s houſhold committed 
to us! What a weighty charge is the overſight of pre- 
cious ſouls, whoſe eternal weal or woe does very much 
depend upon the influence and ſucceſs of our miniſtra- 
tions! What difficult and rare attainments are that 
wiſdom and fidelity, which (as you have heard) are fo 
eſſential to the character of a good #Zeward ! How fe 
ſuch wiſe and faithful ſervants are to be met with a- 
mong thoſe that bear a ſacred character! How de- 
ficient are the beſt of us in both theſe reſpects! 
What reaſon have we to be conſcious of our own 
defects, and to lament thoſe numberleſs weakneſſes 
and infirmities that we are encompaſs'd with, thoſe 
culpable failures and omiſſions that are juſtly charge- 
able upon us! Who that conſiders aright the diffi- 
culty, importance, and extent of the ministerial work ; 
how many things muſt concur to conſtitute a wiſe 
and faithful miniiter ; what a vaſt variety of labours 
and ſervices are incumbent upon every one that acts 
in that ſtation ; and what uncommon abilities are requi- 
ſite for the due diſcharge of thoſe obligations that 
are annex'd to the ſacred character? Who, I ſay, 
that conſiders all theſe things, can forbear breaking 
out into the Apoſtle's exclamation, ho is ſufficient 
for theſe things? 2 Cor. ii, 16. Who indeed, Bae 
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has not an excellent Spirit given him from above, and 
that is not under the ſpecial guidance of the Sirit 
of God, on whoſe preſence and influence the ſucceſs of 
all our minifrations depends, and who alone can make 
us able and uſeful mini t ers of the New TeStament ? 
2dly, We may here obſerve how gracious and in- 
dulgent our bleſſed Lord and Ma#ter is, who makes the 
wiſdom and fidelity of his miniſters, and not the ſuc- 
ceſs of their mini ft rations, the ground and meaſure of his 
approbation, and of their final reward. We ſee here 
that the bleſſedueſs of that wiſe and faithful ſteward, 
whom his Lord appoints to inſpect and feed the houſhold, 
is not made to depend on any other condition than 
his diligent attendance to the work and duty of his 
lace. 
: Bleſſed is that ſervant, whom his Lord when he comes 
ſhall find ſo doing. If thoſe, to whom Chri## hath com- 
mitted the care of ſouls, faithfully diſcharge the truſt 
repos'd in them; if with upright hearts, and accord- 
ing to their beſt ability and Sil they watch over, and 
feed the flock ; and by a prudent, faithful management 
of their office, do what in them lies to ſerve the in- 
terſt of God and ſouls, tho' their labours be not at- 
tended with the deſired ſucceſs, this ſhall not leſſen 
their acceptance with their great Maier, nor detract 
in any wiſe from their future reward. Tho' they la- 
bour in vain, and ſpend their Strength for nought, yet is 
their judgment with the Lord, and their work with their 
God. Tho Iſrael be not gathered, yet ſhall they be glo- 
rious in his eyes, Iſa. xlix. 4, 5. 

And how great an encouragement and ſupport may 
this be to faithful miniſters, under all the humbling 
reflections they have occaſion to make upon the un- 
ſucceſsfulneſs of their endeavours! Tho' it can't 
but be very uncomfortable and afflicting, to ſee that 
all the day long we ſtretch forth our hands to a diſobedient 
and gainſaying people; that we caſe the net of the Goſ- 
pel in vain, and plant, and water without any pro- 
portionable increaſe ; yet ol afford us ſome 85 

L 2 lie 


ii 36 A Funeral Sermon on the 
bt lief under our want of ſucceſs, to conſider that our 
bleſſed Lord will have never the leſs regard for our faith- 
Wl ful ſervices, nor make the leſs account of them when he 
comes to diſtribute thoſe glorious recompences which 
he hath given his ſervants encouragement to expect. 
Ni How good a Maſter do we ſerve! What a grateful 
ſenſe ſhould we have of his marvellous condeſcenſion, + 
5 and with what chearfulneſs and zeal ſhould we lay out 

5 our ſelves for him in our ſeveral ſtations, and ac- 

i cording to our ſeveral capacities ! 

10 34ly, The conſideration of that bleſſedneſs, which 

10 is the reſult of a faithful and uiſe diſcharge of the 
miniſterial office, ſhould animate thoſe of us, who 

1 are call'd to take upon us this important truſt, unto 

00 an holy diligence, care aud fidelity in the ſervice of 

0 our great Maſter. 

M The expectation of ſuch a blefſed end and reward 

as is here promiſed to every wiſe and faithful ſteward, 
ſhould give /ife, and force, and vigour to our holy re- 
{olutions, and prompt us to exert our ſelves with 

0 all the earneſtneſs and attivity we are able to expreſs 

4 in the proſecution of that great work that is com- 

it mitted to us. This is a proſpect ſufficient to bear 

ik us through all the labours, difficulties, aud diſcourage- 

hi, ments that are before us, to inſpire us with zeal 


þ and conſtancy, and to make us unwearied in attending 

4 to the duties of our holy calling, 8 

| Had we a /ivelier faith, a more realizing, ſready 
A regard to that future bleſſedneſs, which is the promis d 
| end of wel} doing, we ſhould be influenc'd at another 


rate than we are, and obſerve a different conduct 
from what we too commonly do. How ſhould we 
ſtrive, and pray, and labour ? How willingly ſhould 
we ſpend, and be ſpent in the ſervice of Chriſt, and in 
watching for the ſouls of men, if we did but carry con- 
tinually in our eye that glorious recompence of re- 
ward, which will be the certain iſſue and reſult of 
ſuch a courſe! Let us, my beloved brethren, be ſted- 
faſe aud unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
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the Lord, foraſmuch as we know that our labour ſhall not 
be in vain in the Lord, 1 Cor. xv. 58. 

athly and laſtly, The deſcription that has been 
oiven of a wiſe and faithful F ane may ſerve to 
convince us how much the loſs of ſuch a one is to be 
lamented ; and at the ſame time the conſideration of 
that blefſed condition, which every ſuch wiſe and faith- 


; ful ſervant ſhall be found in at the time of our Lord's 
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coming, may ſuggeſt matter of comfort to us under 


ſuch an affliting diſpenſation. 

The loſs of a wiſe and faithful ſteward is a juſt 
ground of lamentation to all the houſhold of Chriſt, 
eſpecially that part of it that hath been under the 
immediate inſpection of ſuch a one, and enjoy'd the 
benefit of his ſtated miniſtrations. | 

And as this was the ſingular bleſſing and aduai- 
tage, which you of this Congregation were favoured 
with, by the kind providence of God, for a courſe of 
45 years; ſo, I doubt not, you are all of you be- 


fore-hand with me, in applying the obſervation I 


have now made to your own caſe, who have lately 
loſt a paſtor of great eminency and worth, of approv'd 
wiſdom and fidelity, and one that was uncommonly qua- 
lify'd for that important work of the Miniſtry to which 
he was call'd. 

I will not make ſo diſhonourable and unworthy 
a ſuppoſition concerning any of you, as to imagine 
that you need to be excited by any artful harangues 
to mourn for the loſs of ſo valuable and uſeful a man, 
of whole great abilities you have had ſo many con- 
vincing trials, and under whoſe Miniſtry you have 
moſt of you fat with ſo much pleaſure, (and I hope 
not without ſome advantage) for a conſiderable time. 
But, my brethren, as there is a tribute of ſorrow due 
to the memory of every good man, and much more 
of thoſe who have been /ignally and extenſively ſer- 
viceable in their generation, I hope you will none of 
you think it amiſs, that I call upon you to join with 


me in paying this tribute, where it is ſo juſtly due, 


and 
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and in taking a proper notice of that afflicting ſtrołe, 
by which you are bereav'd of fo uſeful and ski lſul, 
ſo diligent and painful a Iabourer in Chris's vineyard. 

We may truly ſay, that a great man is this day 
fallen in our Iſrael, We have loſt one that was 
ornament and a credit to his profeſſion, that was a bur- 
ning and a ſhining light, an able, faithful miniſter of 
the New-Teſtament, whoſe valuable accompliſhments 
and uſeful labours gain'd him a juſt reputation while 
he lived, and will tranſmit his name with honour 
to poſterity. And have we not reaſon to be deeply 
affected with ſuch a ſtroke as this? Does it not be- 
come us to be humbled under ſuch an awful rebuke 
from divine providence, as the removal of one ſo emi- 
nent in his day, and who might (if it had pleaſed 
God to ſpare him) have been an inſtrument of much 
greater good to the Churches of Chriſt, and to the ſouls 
of men ? 

I know *tis expected from me by this numerous 
audience, that I ſhould give a character of this ex- 
cellent man, and diſplay thoſe valuable qualities of 
his, which procur'd him ſo juſt and general a re- 
{pec from perſons of all denominations. But how un- 
equal am I to this task, and how little capable of 
performing it, after ſuch a manner as the merit of the 
ſubject and your expectations juſtly call for, eſpecially 
having ſuch diſadvantages to ſtruggle with, as the 
late and preſent ill ſtate of my bodily health neceſſa- 
rily lays me under! Nothing but the want of a 
fitter hand, and your defires, which I am willing ſhould 
always have the force of commands with me, could 
have moved me to undertake it in my preſent cir- 
cumſtances. And I hope, as you have call'd me to 
this work, your candour will excuſe the defects that 
ſhall appear in my management of it. 

I ſhall firſt give you a brief account of ſome paſ- 
{ages relating to that part of his life, which is but 
little known to the moſt of this aſſembly, I mean 
from his firſt ſetting out in the World, till divine 

providence 
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providence brought him to ſettle among you as your 


paſtor ; and then I ſhall obſerve a few things as to 
his general character, which I need but brietly hint 
at, becauſe the moſt of you are ſo well acquainted 
with them already. 

It appears by ſome private memoirs which he 
has left behind him, that he was born at Leeds in 
Yorkſhire, January 14. 1653. a day which for many 
years he was wont to obſerve as a day of retirement 
for the private exerciſes of devotion, and for re- 
collecting ſuch obſervable tranſactions of his life as 
he thought proper to leave upon record. 

He takes notice of it as a matter of juſt thank- 
fulneſs, that he was born of religious parents, and 
that in his early years he was under the care and 
tuition of a pious mother, to whom he bears this ho- 
nourable teſtimony, That few of her rank were 
* ſuperior to her in divine knowledge and ſerious god- 
* lineſs, join'd with great humility and modeſty, and 
that ſhe was every way a pattern of all thoſe amia- 
* ble virtues that are the trueſt ornament to her 
* ſex.”* To the influence of the divine bleſſing 
upon her pious inſtructions and exemplary converſa- 
tion, he attributes the firſt religious impreſſions that 
were made upon his mind, which (by his own ac- 
count) he began to feel very early. Theſe good 
impreſſions, he obſerves, were conſiderably ſtrength- 
end by his attendance on the miniſtry of ſeveral 
worthy divines of the eſtabliſh'd church, but more eſpe- 
cially by the labours of four eminent non-conformiſt 
miniſters, F who took their turns in preaching at 


* Of his father, he gives the following account: © My father 
* was Matthew Boyſe, a man of known piety, integrity, and uſe- 
* fulneſs in his ſtation, tho' exerciſed with conſiderable worldly 
* loſſes. He was an Elder of the church of Rowley in Necv. Eng- 
and, and one of their d-puties at Boſton, (during his abode there 
for about 18 years) and had at his coming thence an honourable 
« teſtimonial of his being very ſcrviceable, as well as exemplary, 


ce in his behaviour.“ 
t Mr. Sale, Mr, Sharp, Mr, Stretton, and Mr. Cornelius Todd. 
| the 


he ofteneſt heard, and moſt valued. 
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the place of his nativity, from the time of K. Charles 
the II's indulgence, anno 1672. to the year 1675. 
He obſerves concerning theſe minifters, © That 
* there was a ſtrain of warm devotion, and ſerious 
unaffeted piety, in their miniſtrations, far beyond 
what he had ever met with before, and that 
their labours were wholly bent to promote practi- 
cal religion, and not (as the non-conformiſt preachers 
of thoſe times were ſo often invidiouſly and un- 
juſtly repreſented) to advance the narrow intereſts 
of a party, and the ſingular opinions and praftices 
thereof; fo that (ſaith he) I continued under this 
miniſtry with great pleaſure, and I hope equal be- 
nefit and profit, as to my proficiency in practical 
* religion, until the year 1675.” 

He was then put under the care of the Reverend 
Mr. Frankland, who kept a private academy near 
Kendal in Weſtmoreland, with a view to his bein 
train'd up for the work of the miniſtry, to which he 
had devoted himſelf, as well in purſuance of his own 
* ſtrong inclinations, as in compliance with the pious 
e intentions of his religious parents, During his ſtay 
here, he follow'd his ſtudies with diligence and ſuc- 
ceſs, and made conſiderable progreſs in learning, 
according to the advantages he enjoy'd. 

Having continued three years with Mr. Fraukland, 
he return'd to his father's houſe at Leeds, where af- 
ter a ſhort ſtay he was ſent to London to purſue his 
ſtudies, under the direction of that excellent divine 
Mr. Edward Veal, then teacher of a private academy 
at SFepney. Here he takes notice that he enjoy'd not 


cc 


only valuable advantages for the proſecuting of his 


ſtudies, but the opportunity of attending the mini- 
ſtry of many able divines, both Conformiſts and Non- 
conformiſts. | 


* Among the former, he particularly mentions Dr. Tillotſon, Dr. 
Calamy, Dr. Scott, and Dr, Stillingfleet ; among the latter, bit 
tutor, Mr. Charnock, Mr. Baxter, and Mr, Hoeye, as the preachers 
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After he had ſtudied two years with Mr. Lal, 


and perform'd ſuch preparatory exerciſes in pri- 


vate as were preſcrib'd him by his tutor, he began to 
- preach publickly about the year 1680, and was for 
” ſome time aſ/iſtaut to the Reverend Mr. Edmond 
Trench, a worthy miniſter in Kent, of whoſe exem- 
plary life and virtues he publiſh'd an account to 


the world from bis own diary many years ſince, which 


he introdue'd with a prefatory diſcourſe ſuitable to the 
 occa(ſ1on. 


In the year 1681. he was invited to be houſhold 


_ chaplain to the late Counteſs of Donegall, then at 


London, in whoſe family he paſt his time very agree- 
ably about three quarters of a year, having, be- 
ſides a very liberal encouragement, the opportunity 
of converſing with his friends at London, and of 
attending the miniſtry of the moſe celebrated divines 
there. 

The Counteſs breaking up houſe the ſpring fol- 
lowing, he ſpent the next ſummer at Amſterdam, 
where he had an invitation to preach at the Browniſt 
Church, during the rg abſence of their mini- 
ſter, whoſe affairs detain'd him in England for about 
half a year, and he obſerves, with thankfulneſs to 
God, © That tho' that congregation was ſtricth in- 
* dependent, and knew his judgment to be other- 
« wile, yet his occaſional labours among them met with 
& general acceptance, teſtify d by their generous and grate- 
* ful acknowledgments, 

After his return from Amſterdam he continued to 
preach occaſionally at Leeds, and ſome other places 
in that neighbourhood, till about midſummer 1683, 
when, upon the death of Mr. T:mothy Haliday, a fel- 
low-ſtudent and intimate friend of his, who had been 
for ſome time aſſiſtant ro Dr. Williams, then paſtor 
of this congregation, he receiv'd an invitation from 
hence-to ſucceed him in that ſtation, 

This invitation he-at-firſt took little notice of, 
having an averſion to the thoughts of ſettling in 

| A 
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a Kingdom, of whoſe natives, he obſerves, the hi- 
ſtory of the Triſh rebellion had given him ſuch a 
frightful idea. But, as he further adds, experi- 
ence ſoon taught him the truth of what the pro- 


pbet Jeremy obſerves, Jer. x. 23. J know that the _ 


way of man is not in himſelf, it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his ſteps, For going to a neigh- 
bouring village to impart the ſorrowful news 
of Mr. Haliday's death to his ſurviving mother, as 
he paſs'd through it, a Juſtice of Peace belonging 
to that County happened to come that way from 
an horſe race, who being inflam'd with drink and bi- 
got y, ſeiz'd him on ſuſpicion of his having preach'd 
in that place; and, on the ſtrength of that bare 
ſuſpicion, without any information to warrant ſuch 
violent proceedings, would needs commit him to 


goal, and had done fo, but that he conſented to give 


bond for his appearance the next quarter-ſeſſions at 
Wakefield, upon which he was diſmiſs'd. This un- 
expected accident, together with the proſpe& of 
greater ſeverities, which the Diſſenters were at that 
time daily threatned with, made him inclinable to 


hearken to the propoſal of coming to Treland, where 
he was encourag d to hope for greater liberty, being 
aſſured that there were no ſuch penal laus in force 


here againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters as there were at 


that time in England. Accordingly, having taken | 


the advice of friends, and ſought direction from God as 
to the diſpoſal of himſelf, he came over hither in 
the latter end of the year 83, and was, after ſome 
trial, upon the call of this congregation, ſolemnly 
ordained * joint paſtor with the Reverend Mr. Williams, 
and, upon his removal for England, became the ſol: 
paſtor of it. 


His ordainers were the Reverend Mr. Pinney (who preachd 
the ordination ſermon) Mr. Chambers, Mr, Keys, Mr, Williams, 


Mr, William Facques, and Mr. Lifton, 
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From thence to the time of his death he continued 
in the relation of a ſtated paſtor to this Church, and 
all that while diſcharged the duties of a faithful la- 
© bourer and watchman, with ſo much diligence, reputation, 
and ſucceſs, as render'd him juſtly dear and valuable 
unto all that had the pleaſure and advantage of at- 
- tending his miniſtry, 

I may juſtly addreſs my ſelf to you, on this oc- 
caſion, in the language of St. Paul; Toru your ſelves 
know after what manner he hath been with you, at all 
times ſerving the Lord with all humility of mind, and 
with many tears and temptations that befel him, and how 
he kept nothing back that was profuable to you, but 

ſbeu'd and taught you publickly, and from houſe to 
houſe, not ſhuuning to declare to you the whole counſel 
f God, teſtifying to all that attended on his miniſtry 
the ſalutary and important doctrines of repentance 
towards God, and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Acts 
XX. 18, 19, 20, 21, and 27. : 

Theſe great fundamental points of Chriſtianity (un- 
derſtood in their juſt latitude and extent, as inclu- 
ding all that is e/ential to, and has a direct influence 

upon the practice of real, vital religion) were in- 
deed the chief ſubject matter of his preaching. To 
inculcate and inforce theſe upon the minds of his 
hearers, with a view to the making 'em ſound and 
thorough Chriſtians, was the main drift and ſcope of 
his miniftrations. He look'd upon theſe as matters 
of the greateſt conſequence to the ſouls of men, and 
accordingly made it his buſineſs to recommend 'em 
with a peculiar earneſtneſs and warmth, carefully di- 
ſting uiſning (and teaching others to do ſo too) be- 
tween thoſe ſubſtantial truths and duties of the Goſpel, 
which are of common concern to all, and with reſpect 
to which an agreement among all Chriſtians is ne- 
ceſſary, and thoſe /eſſer points about which good men 
ſafely may, and often do differ from one another. 
The former he mainly inſiſted on in the general 
courſe of his miniſtry, whereas the latter he only 
F 2 occa- 
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occaſionally touch'd upon as they happen'd to fall 
in his way, and then his manner of treating em 
was ſuch as ſhew'd that he was far from laying an 
undue ſtreſs upon them, or placing more of religion 


in them than there really is. As he was well con- 
vinc'd, that the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, 


but righteouſneſs and peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, * 
ſo his miniſterial labours were principally calcu- 
lated for promoting theſe important branches of 
practical Chriſtianity preferably to every thing elſe. 
And with what warmth of affeftion, as well as 
ſtrength of judgment, with what flights of divine elo- 
quence, as well as clear and accurate reaſonings, did he 
illuſtrate and preſs theſe upon the conſciences of his 
hearers! No man knew better than he did how to 
ſet the doctrines of our holy religion in a clear and 
juſt light, and how to give them their due weight 
and force, by ſuch ſolid, ſcriptaral, and rational ar- 
guments, as were proper to demonſtrate the truth 
of them, and ſuch uſeful weighty inferences from 


them, and improvements of them, as were likely 


to have an happy influence on mens practice. I 
may appeal to your ſelves concerning the truth 


and juſtice of this obſervation, and need do no more 
than remind you of it, and refer you to your own | 
experience for a juſt account of his valuable gifts 


and accompliſhments as a preacher. 


And can you not bear me witneſs in like man- \ 


ner, as to the ſingular ability he had of addreſſing 


himſelf to God in thoſe publick prayers, wherein 
he has ſo often been the mouth of this congregation ? 
With what gravity and ſeriouſneſs, with what fluency 
and fervor, with what juſtneſs of thought and propriety 
of expreſſion have you often heard him apply to the 
throne of grace in your behalf, as well as his own! 
Such was the happineſs of his talent in this reſpect, 
that I could never hear of any objection made, or 


Rom. xiv. 17. 


any 
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any diſlike expreſs'd, of his performances this way, 


by the moſt critical his hearers that were perſons 
of candour and judgment, even thoſe that had the 
leaſt favourable opinion of that which is commonly 
call'd extemporary prayer. He was particularly re- 
markable for his excellent manner of performing 
that part of the duty of prayer that conſiſts of 
thankſgivings, which as they were commonly one ſta- 
ted branch of his addreſſes to God in the publick 


aſſemblies, eſpecially on the Lord's day, (a practice 


which I think well deſerves the imitation of all mi- 
niſters) ſo he was uſually very large and copious on 
this head, and expreſs'd himſelf in ſuch terms as 
were ſingularly adapted to elevate and warm the 
affections, and to quicken and excite the devotions 


of thoſe that join d with him in theſe religious 
exerciſes. 


Indeed, his whole behaviour in the pulpit was 
wery graceful and becoming, ſuch as was proper to 


command the attention, and beſpeak the favourable 
audience of his hearers. Tho' he had not the hap- 


pieſt elocution, nor the advantage of fo clear and 
ſtrong a voice as ſome others, yet his utterance was 


decent and agreeable, and his manner ſo entirely free 


from all kind of affectation, that the auditoty was 


generally pleaſed with it, eſpecially thoſe that were 


his ſtated conſtant hearers. 
Concerning his other qualifications as a divine, I 
need ſay little: His judicious writings are ſo well 


known, and ſo generally approv'd, by all good 


judges in the learned world, that they make it un- 


neceſſary for me to bear any teſtimony to him on 


this head; nor am I vain enough to think that any 
commendations of mine can enhance the value of his 
elaborate performances, or increaſe that juſt efteem 
the world hath for them. I ſhall content my ſelf 
with obſerving, that he had a cloſe and nervous way 
of reaſoning upon every point he undertook to han- 
gle, that he endeavour'd to ſet his ſubject in a true 
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and clear light, (and was commonly very happy this 
way) and that he wrote with a ſmartneſs and ſpirit 
which gave entertainment as well as inſtruction to 
his readers. | 
Let me add, that he was an excellent expofitor, a ju- 
dicious caſuiſt, mighty in the ſcriptures, and very ca- 
pable of making a proper uſe and application of 
'em, for the inſtruction and edification of his hear- 
ers, as occaſion required. | 
It would be ſuperfluous, after what I have ſaid, 
to make any large encomiums either on his zatural 
or acquir'd abilities; the account already given of 
him is a ſufficient proof of theſe, and beſides, he 
has left behind him ſuch authentick memorials of the 
depth of his judgment, the clearneſs of his underſtanding, 
the richneſs of his fancy, aud the ſprightlineſs and ſtrength 
of his genius, as prevent the neceſſity of any rheto- 
rical flouriſhes to ſet off his intellectual endowments, 
And, conſidering how much pains he took to im- 
prove theſe his natural accompliſhments, by a long 
courſe of hard ftudy in his younger years, no won- 
der they ripen d ſo faſt, and grew to ſuch a degree 
of maturity, and that he had laid in ſo large a 
ore of ſolid and uſeful literature, as enabled him 
to make no mean and inconſiderable figure among 
learned men: He was eſpecially well vers d in the 
knowledge of divinity, and particularly in the popifo 
controverſies, which he ſtudied with great application 
in thoſe threatning days, when Popery ſeem'd to be 
coming in upon us like à flood, and was in danger 
of bearing down before it all oppoſition, He par- 


ticularly takes notice, in his private memoirs, of his 


baving, in the years 87 and 88, preach'd over the 
principal doctrines in diſpute between us and the 
Church of Rome, and compos'd a Catechiſm for the 


youth of the congregation to fortify em againſt 


the poiſon of thoſe errors. And I can't forbear 
adding the remark that follows this account he 
gives of his own practice: © This (faith 3 
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© the rather mention, to obviate the unjuſt re- 


* proaches caſt upon Diſſenters, as if they had not 
* oppos'd (as far as they had occaſion or opportu- 
 aity) that torrent of Popery that was then break- 
* ing in upon theſe kingdoms.” 

Thro' the whole courſe of his Miniſtry he was in- 
defatigable in his labours for the good of ſouls. He 
follow'd his work as one that took pleaſure in it, 
and by his conſtant, aſſiduous endeavours to fulfil 
his Minifry, ſhew'd that he had a juſt ſenſe of the 
weight and importance of the office he had taken upon 
him, and a becoming regard to that awful account 
which he is now gone to give of his miniſtrations. He 
was ſeldom miſs'd out of the pulpit when his health 
permitted him to appear there, and often officiated 
in his place, when he was under ſuch a load of bo- 
dily infirmities, as might have reaſonably excuſed 
him from all publick ſervice. | 

I ſhall now ſubjoin a few hints concerning thoſe 
amiable diſpoſitions of mind which were habitual 
to him, and prevalent in him, and ſo draw to a cloſe, 
He was a man of a mild, meek, peaceable ſpirit, He 
had a ſweetneſs of temper that rendred him accep- 
table to all his acquaintance. He was gentle aud af- 
fable to all he convers'd with, and had a vein of plea- 
ſantry and good ſenſe running thro' his whole conver- 
ſation, that made him a very agreeable, entertaining com- 
panion. He was remarkable for his modeſty and humi- 
lity, and no leſs ſo for his great charity and moderation. 
He had a largeneſs of ſoul that was very becoming 
a Chriſtian and a Divine, He was far from that ri- 
gid ſliffueſs and anrgy zeal which have blemiſh'd the 
characters of ſo many men that were otherwiſe great 
and valuable, He had too juſt a ſenſe of the weak- 
neſs of the humane underſtanding, of the manifold 


prepoſſeſſions it is unavoidably ſubject to, and the 


imperfections wherewith our higheſt attainments in 


divine knowledge are attended in this mortal ſtate 
( where we know but in part ) to pronounce raſhly and 


peremptorily, 
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peremptorily, concerning either the fincerity or the 
ſalvation of thoſe from whom he had different ſenti- 


ments in religious matters, He did not take upon 


him to judge another man's ſervants, but left them to 


ſtand or fall to their own Maſter. His mind was fill'd 


with generous, catholick principles, which diſpos'd him 
to exerciſe a becoming charity and forbearance towards 
his fellow Chriftians, concerning whom there was a- 
ny ground to hope well in the main. He was a lover 
of all thoſe who he had reaſon to believe lov'd our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity. The appearance of God's image 
was ſufficient. ro render thoſe that bore it, the ob- 
jects of his affection and eſteem, tho' they had not 
the ſuperſcription of this or that, or the other ſelf- 
diſtinguiſh'd party. 

He greatly lamented the divifions and animoſities 
that prevail among the ſeveral denominations of 
Chriſtians, and eſpecially of Proteſtants, He heartily 
wiſh'd for a union upon catholick, comprehenſive terms ; 
and tho' he could not, conſiſtently with his judg- 
ment, join in ſtated communion with the Eftabliſh'd 
Church (the reaſons of which he has diſtinctly recor- 
ded in his private papers *) yet no man could ex- 
preſs a more charitable, friendly diſpoſition towards 


* I think it proper to inſert here the account given by himſelf in 
Lis private memorrs of his judgment and practice, with reſpect to 
the national Church-Eftablifbment, and the reaſons that induced him 
at his firſt entrance on the miniſtry to make choice of, and after- 
wards to adhere to the deſpis'd and (for ſome time) perſecuted cauſe 
of Nonconformity, that the world may ſee upon what judicious, as 
well as Partial and moderate principles his conduct was founded. 

« I have, faith he, very rarely in my publick Miniſtry medled 
ce with the leſſer controverſies agitated among Proteſtants, and I 
© am ſure, never with a deſign to widen them, but always with 
cc a due care to recommend that catholick charity and love, that hot- 
c withſtanding ſuch leſſer differences ſhould be found among thoſe 
© that love our Lord Feſus in ſincerity. I am not, upon the moſt im- 
ce partial reflections 1 could make, conſcious to my ſelf of my being 
cc under the byaſs of a party. I have, on the contrary, ever diſ- 
c“ countenanced what 1 thought tended that way, looking vpon 
ce the common intereſt of Religion as too valuable to be ſacrific'd 
6e to any leſſer intereſt. | 
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all pious, moderate Churchmen, and a more cordial 
” eſteem for the perſons and characters of thoſe that 
” were eminent for a peaceable, healing temper. If ever 
he expreſs'd himſelf with any thing like acrimony, 
or vehemence of ſtyle, it was in ſpeaking of thoſe that 
= were for narrowing the terms of Chriſtian communion, 
by impoſing unſcriptural doctrines and practices upon 
their Fellow-Chriſtians, making theſe the reſts of Or- 
* thodoxy and Chriſtianity, and excluding, from the fa- 
vour of God, and the hopes of ſalvation, thoſe, who con- 
ſcientiouſly ſcrupled a compliance with their arbi- 
trary and unwarrantable impoſitions. 


ce J have indeed been, and (as things now ſtand) am like to be a 
4. Non-conformiſft to the preſent Eſtabliſpment, being incapable of dec la- 
« ring my aſſent and conſent to all things contain d in, and preſcrib'd 
& by the book of Common-Prayer, the form and manner of ordaining and 
ce conſecrating Biſhops, Priefts, and Deacons. The particular grounds 

© of my diſſatisfaction are fo fully expreſs'd in Mr. Baxter s Non-con- 
& formity ſtated and argued, in his treatiſe of Epiſcopacy, and in Mr. 
© Calamy s moderate defence of Non-conformity, 11t, 2d, and zd parts, 
e (belides what have ſuggeſted in the reflections on Dr. Manby's Con- 
ec ſiderations, and Mr. King's Anſwer, and in the remarks on the Biſbop 
= © of Derry) that I need not here enumerate them. I could never fatis- 
= << fy my ſelf with that looſe interpretation of ſuch a ſolemn declara- 


= © tion which thoſe give, who have made the moſt plauſible defence 


= © of miniſterial conformity; (as particularly Mr. O#iffe, whoſe 
= < moderation I otherwiſe greatly value) but I have always deſir'd 
= © a comprehenſion on large and catholick principles, and could 
= © have heartily concurr'd with thoſe terms offer'd by the Non-con- 
e formiſt miniſters at the Savoy conference, the refuſal whereof, 
= © on the Biſhops part, I have always look'd on as the true culpable 


a cc cauſe of rhe unhappy diviſion that followed upon it, and upon 
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= < the AF of Uniformity, which by their intereſt was paſs'd, to the 
= © excluſion of near 2000 3 The generality of thoſe mi- 
= © niſters (if we may judge of them by ſuch as beſt knew them) 
= © were men of thoſe moderate principles, and that eminent piety, 


La, 


that I could never look on their being thruſt out of their Maſter's 


= © vineyard, as any other than an act of crying injuſtice, highly 
= < prejudicial to the honour and intereſt of the Reform'd Religion. 
„ Their preaching, when thus unjuſtly ſilenc'd, I ever thought to 
e be their duty; and judg'd, that the congregations they ſer up, 
= © were not only true and lawful Churches, but more regular and 
= © happily reform'd, and conſequently that they had a jull right to 
< chuſe other paſtors to ſucceed their deceaſed ones, and my _ 
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He was particularly affected with the unhappy dif- 


ferences among the Northern Diſſenters, and mourn d 
in ſecret over thoſe bitter contentions, which, thro' 
the intemperate, indiſcreet zeal of ſome warm (how- 
ever well-meaning) people, were kept up, and car- 
ried to ſo unreaſonable an height, to the reproach 
of our common Chriſtianity, and the apparent preju- 
dice of the cauſe of Non- conformity. I find in his pa- 
pers many melancholy remarks made upon the un- 


ceſs to the Miniſtry in the Eſtabliſꝰd Church being barr'd by the 
rigid terms of miniſterial Conformity required, I did think 
my ſelf fully juſtify'd in ſeeking ordination from thoſe miniſters 
that would admit me to it, without requiring any other terms 
than the proof of my abilities 1n ſeveral trials, and ſuch a con- 
feſſion of my Faith as I drew up my ſelf. And, as I take the 
diſtinction between Biſoops and Presbyters to be of no divine 
right, and even the primitive Biſhops to have been only Biſhops 
of particular Churches or Congregations; ſo I had no ſcruple a- 
gainſt being ordain'd by the ſenior paltors of ſeveral Congrega- 
tions in this city, judging it both agreeable to the Holy Scriptures, 
and to truly primitive antiquity, the engroſſing the power of or- 
dination to a Dioceſan Bißop (as a matter of divine right) be- 
ing, in my judgment, a mere groundleſs uſurpation. And what- 
ever obligations a regard to peace might have laid upon me to 
ſubmit to it, had they impos'd no terms inconſiſtent with my 
judgment and conſcience, yet I thought my ſelf no way bound 


to ſeek ordination from them, when I knew it was not to be 


obtained, but upon ſuch declarations and ſubſcriptions as I could 
not yield to, without offering great violence to the light of my 


own mind, And I take a peaceable diſſent from the Eftabliſo'd | 5 


Church herein to be ſo far from being prejudicial to Catholic ha- 


rity and Concord, that it ſeems rather neceſſary to bring about 


ſuch a Concord on thoſe more large, and charitable, and com- 


prehenſive terms, that will make it more valuable and laſting, 


by including all, whoſe abilities, and orthodoxy, and piety, 


render them capable of publick ſervice to the Church. And an 


union with the Eſtabliſp'd Church on ſuch terms, is what not onl7 


intereſt, but my moſt cordial inclinations would ſtrongly prompt 
me to promote, did any hopeful occaſion offer for the accom- 
modation of our differences. And *tis what I long and pray for, 
and am not without ſome hopes of ſeeing effected, though the 


publick animoſities and heats, rais'd by the Sacheverells and VB 


Leſlys, &c. of the age, give little proſpect of it for the preſent. 
NB. This was wrote March 14, 1704-5. 
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comfortable ſituation of affairs in that part of the 
kingdom, and many fervent prayers to God, that he 


would pour out upon the contending parties there the 
ſpirit of love, and of a ſound mind. 


He had the publick intereſt of theſe nations, both 
civil and religious, much upon his heart. He appears 
to have been a careful and wiſe obſerver of the various 
diſpenſations of providence towards the Reformed 
Churches, both at home and abroad, and to have had a 
deep ſhare in the ſorrows and joys of God's people. 
He was much concern'd for the growth of f fidelity 


and profaneneſs, eſpecially among thoſe of the ri/ing 


generation. He greatly bewail'd the woful declen- 


ſions of practical religion, the looſe and immoral 
conduct of many profeſſors, and the little ſucceſs 


that Goſpel- Miniftrations were attended with. I 


find him often expreſſing his concern for the decli- 
ning ftate of this congregation, and full of ſolicitude, 
to ſee the affairs of it put into a more flouriſhing 
condition. | 

Such were the ſentiments aud diſpoſitions of your de- 


* ceas'd Paſtor. Such were the graces and virtues where- 


with he was adorn'd, and by which he was eminent- 
ly qualify'd for the great truſt that was repos'd in 
him. Theſe amiable qualities, for which he was ſo 
conſpicuous, render'd him a /ingular bleſſing, not only 
to you, but to all the Churches of Chriſt in this part 
of the world: He was highly uſeful to them all, 
and his praiſe is in them all, The memory of his 
great accompliſhments, and ſignal ſervices to the iu- 
zereſt of Religion, and the cauſe of Non-conformity, 
will juſtly endear him to all that have theſe valu- 
able intereſts at heart. And the truth is, ſuch was 
his inoffenſive, obliging carriage towards all with 
whom he convers d, that he was univerſally reſpect- 
ed by thoſe that knew him, even tho' of a different 
communion, Tt may be juſtly ſaid of him as it was 
of the late Mr. Shower, that for many years he had 
the happineſs, both by his preaching and converſa- 

| 2 tion, 
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tion, to pleaſe as many, and diſpleaſe as few, as an 
1 man of his ſtation that ever was in this city. 
| For ſeveral years before he died, the ſtate of his 
bodily health was much impair'd, and ſome difficul- 
ties he was under in his worldly circumſtances (which, 
tho' he conceal'd very much from the knowledge of | 
his friends, lay as a heavy burden upon his own © 
mind) added not a little to the weight of his af- 
fliction, and haſten'd on apace thoſe decays of na- 
ture, which were for ſome time before growing up- 
on him. Under the weight of theſe complicated 
troubles he gradually ſunk, till at length his indif- 
poſition increas'd to that degree, as to render him 
incapable of any further publick ſervice. In this 
uncomfortable ftate he languiſh'd ſeveral months, 
and during that time was viſited with a ſucceſſion of 
painful and waſting diſorders, which gave ſuch re- 
peated ſhocks to his crazy conſtitution, as iſſued at 
laſt in the diſſolution of this earthly frame. Theſe 
afflicting preſſures could not but be very grievous 
and uneaſy to him; yet was he never heard to 
murmur or repine at the hand of God, but prſeſs'd 
his foul in patience, and behaved with a becoming 
reſignation to the will of his heavenly Father, en- 
tirely referring himſelf and all his concerns to his 
ſovereign and wiſe diſpoſal. 

The two laſt ſermons he preach'd were upon a ſub= 
ject very ſuitable to his own caſe. He took occaſion ** 
from Pſal. cxix. 71. to difcourſe concerning the na- 
ture, deſign, and benefit of afflictions. And as it 
is highly probable, that theſe diſcourſes were the 
reſult of thoſe impreſſions which his own perſonal 
troubles had made upon his mind; fo we may, from 
the ſtrain of them, form a judgment concerning the 
workings of his ſpirit under his afflictions, and may 
look upon thoſe leſſons of patience and ſubmiſſion he 
was inculcating upon others, as inſtructive hints de- 
ſign'd for his own benefit, and rules that he laid 
down to himſelf for governing his temper and con- 
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duct, while God's chaſtening hand was upon him. 
And how well he practis d theſe rules is evident, 
not only from the account already given of his be- 
haviour during the whole courſe of his illneſs, but 
from his manner of expreſſing himſelf (the night 
before he died) to his phyſician, who hinted to him 
in general terms, the little hopes he had of his re- 
covery. He receiv'd the intimation with a ſedate- 
neſs becoming himſelf, and made this ſubmiſſive re- 
ply : © God hath for ſome time paſt laid me aſide 
as a uſeleſs veſſel, and if he hath no more work 
© for me to do, I am willing to go when he plea- 
cc ſe 8 33 


Tho? he did not ſeem to apprehend his change ſo 


near as it really was, yet it appears, by a letter 
he wrote a little before his death to an aged miniſter 
in this city, with whom he had long kept up an in- 


timate friendſhip, that he look'd upon it as u0 re- 


mote event. All circumſtances (ſaith he) convince me 
te that this crazy frame cannot hold long.” And it can't 
but give great ſatisfaction to his friends to know what 
his ſentiments were, upon this view of things, which 
I ſhall expreſs in his own words. I hope, (faith he) 
vue are both travelling to the ſame heavenly kingdom. 
&« It is my turn, in point of age, to get the ſtart of you ; 
but I truſt we ſhall ſoon meet with joy in the imme- 
diate preſence of our heavenly Father, and the bliſsful 
converſes of a ghorify'd Redeemer.” And a little af- 
ter he ſpeaks of his entring into that reſt that remains 
for the people of God, where he has promis'd that he 
will wipe all tears from their eyes ; and then cloſes with 
this comfortable reflection; Theſe gracious promi- 
es (faith he) have been my conſtant and only ſup- 
port under a long train of diſorders, and will, J hope, 
* be my armour of defence againſt the terrors of death. 

Thus lived, and thus died this great and good man, 
who was ſo long a faithful and painful labourer in this 
part of Chriſt's vineyard, 
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And now does not the removal of ſuch a one 
ſuggeſt matter enough for our forrow and lamenta- 
tion | Should we nat be griev'd and afflicted, when 
ſo bright a lamp is extingniſh'd in the ſanctuary of 
God, when an earthen weſſel is broken which was ſo 
richly ſtored with heaveily trecſure. Such a gene- 
ral and publick loſs calls for a general ſympathy 
and concern. 


We that are miniſters have particular reaſon to la- 


ment the loſs of ſo defirable a friend and companion, 
with whom we were wont to take ſweet counſel, and 
from whoſe prudent anc. ſeaſonable advices both we 
and the publick often reap'd ſo much advantage. 
Our hands are much weakned by the death of ſo uſe- 
ful a member of our aſſociation ; our number is leſſen d, 
our ftrength and beauty are diminiſhd ; and which 
makes the caſe more melancholy and afflicting, we 
are threatned with further breaches of the like kind. 
(May God in mercy prevent them!) And have 
we not then juſt cauſe of mourning on this ſad oc- 
caſion? 

The Proteſtant Diſſenters, eſpecially in this kingdom, 
have reaſon to deplore his death as a general cala- 
mity, their common intereſt being likely to ſuffer by it, 
as they receiv'd common benefit by his extenſive cares 
and labours. 

And need I add, that you of this congregation are 
peculiarly concern'd to lay to heart this afflicting 
breach, which God, in the courſe of his providence, 
hath made upon you? You that have for ſo many 
years enjoy'd his »ſeful labour, and by long expe- 
rience know the worth and value of them, don't ſure 
want to be told how great a boſs you have ſuſtain'd, 
nor urg'd to expreſs a becoming ſenſe of it. Thoſe 
of you that have profited by his Miniſtry, that have 
found it inftrumen:al by the bleſſing of God for 


promoting your converſion and edification, that have 


been enlighten'd, awaken'd, quicken'd, comforted 


end eftabliſh'd in the ways of holineſs, by thoſe 


vſeful 
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uſeful diſcourſes which you have heard from him, 
will be inſtructed, by what you have felt, how to 
reſent your oſs. And as for thoſe who under ſuch 
rich cultivations have continued to this day barren and 
unfruitful, who, notwithſtanding all the pathetical 
and perſwaſive addreſſes made to them by this faith- 
ful ſervant of Chriſt, in order to bring them to re- 
pentance, and engage them to a cordial conſent to 
the Goſpel-covenant, do ſtill remain impenitent and un- 
converted, ſtrangers to God, and enemies to him in their 
minds, by wicked works ; they have more than ordi- 
nary reaſon to be affected with this ſtroke. It con- 
cerns ſuch to reflect with ſorrow, ſhame, and trem- 
bling, upon their miſ-improvement of thoſe means 
and advantages they are now deprived of, and to 
lament it before God, that they made no better ufe 
of the opportunities they had. Indeed, this is a pro- 
per reflection for all of us to make on the preſent 
occaſion, in proportion to the degree wherein we are 
culpable ; and alas! who of us is not ſo more or leſs ? 

But while we are thas lamenting our own loſs, let 
us not forget to rejoice in the comfortable, happy lot 
of that wiſe and faithful ſteward, whoſe removal from 
us we have all the reaſon in the world to believe 
(whatever the conſequences of it may be with re- 
ſpe& to us) hath prov'd to him unſpeakable gain. 
The conſideration of that V/efſedneſs, which every 
ſuch ſervant of Chriſt, as my text deſcribes, has ground 
to expect at the time of our Lord's coming, furniſhes 
abundant matter of comfort, with reſpe& to thoſe 
who have worthily born, and honourably maintain'd 
that Character. And as I preſume none will diſpute 
that this was eminently the caſe with reſpect to your 
deceas'd Paſtor ; ſo we ought to comfort our ſelves 
with the thoughts of that bled condition that he is 
now advanced to. He hath exchang'd a life of cares 
and labours, of trials and temptations, of diſtreſſing 
Jorrows and alflictions, for a ſtate of reſt, and joy, and 

bleſſedneſs. He is gone to that world of light and love 
| which 
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which his holy ſoul breath'd ſo earneſtly after, and 
which the temper and complexion of it ſeetn'd fo re- 


markably to fit and qualify him for. He hath be- 


fore now received the applauſes of his great Maſter, 
and is ettered into his joy. And tho' we ſhall ſee his 


face no more in this world, we may, if we be followers 
Z them, who thro faith and patience inherit the promi- 


es, aſſuredly expect to meet him with joy in the 
kingdom of Cod above. — ce Mo 

Let us rejoice (my brethren ) in this glorious pro: 
ſpect, and by following the advices, and imitating 
the virtues of that eminent ſervant of Chriſt, under 
whoſe Miniſtry we have far, let us aſpire to that ſtate 
of endleſs joy and happineſs ro which he is gone 
before us. Let us bear in mind thoſe weighty in- 
ftruftions, thoſe ſerious, moving exhortations, thoſe faith- 
ful and pious counſels, which he inculcated upon us 
in the courſe of his Miniſtry ; and let us beg of 
God that he will make them conducive to our ſpi- 
ritual benefit and edification ; now, that we can no 
longer have an opportunity of hearing them repea- 
ted from his mouth. Let us pray, that God will 


enable us to make a better improvement of thoſe - 


means we yet enjoy, and bleſs the labours of his 
ſervants that ſtill ſurvive ; and let our waiting eyes 
be towards him, for healing this breach, by ſending us 
another paſtor after his own heart, who may feed us with 
knowledge and underſtanding, * and build us up in faith, 
bolineſs, and comfort, that we may at laſt receive an in- 


: 
- 


beritance among them that are ſanctihj d. : 


* Jerem. ili, 15. Acts xx. 32, 
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